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Every afternoon, as they were coming from school, the children used to go
and play in the Giant’s garden.

It was a large lovely garden, with soft green grass. Here and there over
the grass stood beautiful flowers like stars, and there were twelve peach-
trees that in the spring-time broke out into delicate blossoms of pink and

pearl, and in the autumn bore rich fruit. (39) '
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Suddenly he rubbed his eyes in wonder, and looked and looked. It
certainly was a marvellous sight. In the farthest corner of the garden was a
tree quite covered with lovely white blossoms. Its branches were all golden,
and silver fruit hung down from them, and underneath it stood the little boy
he had loved. (44)
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And when the children ran in that afternoon, they found the Giant lying

dead under the tree, all covered with white blossoms. (44)
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Downstairs ran the Giant in great joy, and out into the garden. He

hastened across the grass, and came near to the child. And when he came



quite close his face grew red with anger, and he said, “Who hath dared to
wound thee?” For on the palms of the child’s hands were the prints of two
nails, and the prints of two nails were on the little feet.

“Who hath dared to wound thee?” cried the Giant; “tell me, that I may
take my big sword and slay him.”

“Nay!” answered the child; “but these are the wounds of Love.” (44)
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And the child smiled on the Giant, and said to him, “You let me play
once in your garden, to-day you shall come with me to my garden, which is

Paradise.” (44)
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After the seven years were over he had said all that he had to say, for his
conversation was limited, and he determined to return to his castle. When

he arrived he saw the children playing in the garden. (39)
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“What are you doing here?” he cried in a very gruff voice, and the
children ran away.

s

“My own garden is my own garden,” said the Giant; “anyone can

understand that, and T will allow nobody to play in it but myself.” So he



built a high wall all round it, and put up a notice-board:
TRESPASSERS
WILL BE
PROSECUTED
(39)
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“When I was alive and had a human heart,” answered the statue, “I did
not know what tears were, for I lived in the Palace of Sans-Souci, where
sorrow is not allowed to enter. In the daytime I played with my companions
in the garden, and in the evening I led the dance in the Great Hall. Round
the garden ran a very lofty wall, but I never cared to ask what lay beyond it,
everything about me was so beautiful. My courtiers called me the Happy
Prince, and happy indeed I was, if pleasure be happiness. So I lived, and so
I died. And now that I am dead they have set me up here so high that I can
see all the ugliness and all the misery of my city, and though my heart is

made of lead yet I cannot choose but weep.” (13-14)
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High above the city, on a tall column, stood the statue of the Happy Prince.
He was glided all over with thin leaves of the fine gold, for eyes he had two

bright sapphires, and a large red ruby glowed on his sword-hilt. (11)
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“I am waited for in Egypt,” said the Swallow. “My friends are flying up
and down the Nile, and talking to the large lotus-flowers. Soon they will go
to sleep in the tomb of the great King. The King is there himself in his
painted coffin. He is wrapped in yellow linen, and embalmed with spices.
Round his neck is a chain of pale green jade, and his hand are like withered

leaves.” (14-15)
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But the Spring never came, nor the Summer. The Autumn gave golden
fruit to every garden, but to the Giant’s garden she gave none. “He is too
selfish,” she said. So it was always Winter there, and the North Wind, and
the Hail, and the Frost, and the Snow danced about through the trees. (41)

Z O TR KD Z & % ‘selfish’ TH B EERFHL T B, 7ZHF D,
KN BEFBOTHARIZENTINTW S L4 BT s v, ke kK
DTHRAIITFEETCRBZ &I,

And the Giant’s heart melted as he looked out. “How selfish I have
been!” he said; “now I know why the Spring would not come here. T will

put that poor little boy on the top of the tree, and then I will knock down the



wall, and my garden shall be the children’s playground for ever and ever.”

He was really very sorry for what he had done. (42)
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