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THE HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS FOR THE RESEARCH OF AINU HISTORY
Ainu History from the Perspective of Records and Documents
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The Ainu people has lived and fostered its own unique culture in the land of Hokkaido, Sakhalin, and

Chishima long before the establishmant of Japan as a nation. The Ainu culture was gradually
developed as a result of long years of interaction with countries of North-Asia continent, and the
influence of northward flow of Japanese culture from the North-East region of Japan. However, there
remains many question marks with regard to the process of development of Ainu culture. One of the
reason for this is that Ainu people did not have a written language, hence, there are no historical
documents written by the Ainu people about themselves. Nevertheless, records about Ainu people
written by foreigners, including Japanese, can be found in many classical and modern literature. In this

report, we will introduce the historical records and documents used for the research of Ainu history.
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