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After-school Childcare Facilities: Gakudo in a Local Community
—A Case of K-ward, Yokohama City

EKET

Mieko BAMBA

Gakudo-hoiku-shisetsu (after-school childcare facility, the whole system is also called gakudo)
provide after-school day-care of elementary school age children whose parents are both working, and
of children of single parents. Some local governments provide after-school child-care services for all
elementary school age students and in some cases gakudo is included in the services.

Yokohama city provides the above services separately, using classrooms of elementary schools for
the general student population, while using private houses, apartments and other facilities for the
gakudo children.

For the purpose of finding out (1) the effect of locating gakudo outside of schools while other
students’ after-school activities take place inside schools, and (2) environmental problems related to
gakudo, the author surveyed 9 gakudo facilities in K-ward, Yokohama city. The staff responded to a
questionnaire and inquiries.

Analysis of the results shows that having gakudo in smaller venues and with smaller numbers of
children enables better communication and increased comfort; that for the children, moving to the
facility after school brings about a positive change; and that locating gakudo outside of schools helps
ensure that local buildings are fully utilized. But the interior and exterior environment of many of
these off-site facilities remain inadequate. The change to the system that may be most urgently needed

is to find better off-site venues. This is where the administration could intervene most effectively.

Key words: after-school childcare facility (FHEREEZ), elementary children (NFA), community (i),

after-school child upbringing services (FREZNEFIKFIE), location environment (1L HHIEZE)
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