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Reform of Mongolian Writing System in Inner Mongolia:
The influence from the Mongolian People’s Republic after the end of World War II

BORJIGIN Huhbator

Ethnic Mongolians have used traditional Mongolian script since the 13th century.
However, in the 20th century there have been various reforms of their writing systems. In the
Mongolian People’s Republic, in the 1930s, Latin script was introduced, and in the 40s, use of
the Mongolian Cyrillic script was mandated. At that time in Inner Mongolia, there was a
similar aspiration for Latinization. After World War II, in Inner Mongolia, a movement to
encourage voluntary learning of the Cyrillic script used in the Mongolian People’s Republic
occurred. In July 1955, the government of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region introduced the
Cyrillic script officially, but because of the change of language policy for minorities by the
Chinese government, the campaign encouraging use of the Cyrillic script was canceled in
March 1958.

This paper explores the social significance of the reformation of the Mongolian writing
system during the 20th century and shows how the Cyrillic script was introduced from the
People’s Republic of Mongolia into the Inner Mongolia. The author reconsiders the meaning

of the reform of the writing system in today’s Inner Mongolia.

Key words: Mongolian language (€ > TG%5), reform of writing system (XF2{#), unification
of the written and spoken language (53X —#0), Latinization (5 7 >{L), Cyrillic
seript (4 ) W XF)
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