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A Peasant
1 Tago Prytherch his name, though, be it allowed,

Just an ordinary

man of the bald Welsh hills,

Who pens a few sheep in a gap of cloud.

Docking mangels

chipping the green skin

5 From the yellow bones with a half-witted grin

Of satisfaction, or churning the crude earth

To a stiff sea of clods that glint in the wind—

So are his days spent, his spittled mirth

Rarer than the sun that cracks the cheeks

10 Of the gaunt sky

perhaps once in a week.

And then at night see him fixed in his chair

Motionless, except when he leans to gob in the fire.

There is something frightening in the vacancy of his mind.

His clothes, sour with years of sweat

15 And animal contact, shock the refined,

But affected, sense with their stark naturalness.

Yet this is your prototype, who, season by season

Against siege of rain and the wind’s attrition,

Preserves his stock, an impregnable fortress

20 Not to be stormed even in death’s confusion.

Remember him, then, for he, too, is a winner of wars,

Enduring like a tree under the curious stars.
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II.
Man and Tree
1 Study this man ; he is older than the tree
That lays its gnarled hand on his meagre shoulder,
And even as wrinkled, for the bladed wind
Ploughs up the surface, as the blood runs colder.
5 Look at his eyes, that are colourless as rain,

Yet hard and clear, knotted by years of pain.

Look at this locks, that the chill wind has left
With scant reluctance for the sun to bleach.
Notice his mouth and the dry, bird-like tongue,

10 That flutters and fails at the cracked door of his lips.
Dumb now and sapless? Yet this man can teach,
Even as an oak tree when its leaves are shed,

More in old silence than in youthful song.16
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a leaf, and tough bark of the limbs,/Wrinkled and gnarled” (F{i¥EE) &, BLOTEZER
THDILHEDLNTWV S,

F 7/ “wrinkled” ) EWHEES, REIITH L (TOSEIFHETH O ‘The Labourer’ TH{HH SN
TWV3), #ed “wrinkle” (#0772 oFEW) Lo ENLHEFHT, CITERBESFHELTE
HalflcfibnTcway, XEOTERROMEICHAMPICENI N TVEIEN 6, TOFHER
AEBORHEERT 3L 512, BLEVREBSNTOBEENS, LEs-T [HoLS ]
B IcHPE—HEEs N, ZOEIEE 5 TRHMICEANS XS DHDFEIT [#] 2%H>1FT
W<, foHOEKIZEWEAZM T TR E N T OB, FERICEICEBES 2 oNIcKEN 5
(O] EVWHFIRERMT 5, T LTz [ 1F, BEHOKRIEAS D, TORE T I SEK
D TEipT] @ BROGNEKTKS,

RICBOREA2 R 5, [WO XS B ] B) LEEEINLZTOMEIE, LrLEhrs, BATLS
DTEEV, —RIICEOREVZFEVEREZBI T, HHORMTH 2, KAKREOZ VLA F )
Z20HThH, FITHEBEZVWEELNE T 2 — VA TR, 1 *—IhREZ, lIbHE, —HFEDIFEA
CICHD A E S IKBONER, BBICHEORMEL 2, HEHIF, COZEOTTHMEELL
RlEEAI, L LEAZRT BBREBGE, vz - WX TRARIOBRE S L —EknEn
FHEFS, T L THERITERTONS, RICEFHHOENENERLZDH, CORETH, HETHI
W, TOHICAET S =2 — b 7073 [FOOENE] ol 23, [HE] o, Bucb LRk
T TIEND X ITBALZOES, LBELTANED WA BIZEH] » ol 1 KD
03, fEICS b0, (HiENn, KF D (knotted”) (6), DEDDIEN >TTETWVS T &N
5Nb, D “knotted” EWVWIHFIEE, TOXIBEREL S-S THETX 213 EDEKRER
STW5, TOEB>TcboN 1 RKDR%E, BEZPTCTHSESLTVWITR, TOHOERIC
MBI NEBIHS T A S, B IR, DATEH LV, HKBREELTEITLL, &




BRESTHIC, TOMIEOEMET 2, 9952 & TREICH A ERIEET S h, BRES LVETE:
ST DFHTHIIRICIRAIAE N B,

BT “knot” 1T [GEMIHED) T3] LVWHEKRDHD, TILod b v AN OEKER
WWIRZ LA THWTWS Z ENHSN 5,

BlrEnis 255, “this locks, that the chill wind has left/With scant reluctance for the
sun to bleach” (7-8) 513, AEZTH LI ENHZ 5, 7/ “chill wind” GEFES 51 “chilly wind”
A9 EFOIT S IGEM KRB A, “chill” 123 [T(HZ 2138 v &5 =R E[EC,
[(ANDOREESPEIED) Bk ] EVHIEKS D 5, [RRAHEAHKIT | (“With scant reluctance”) &
SHENP S S, COREBAMLLTE DAL, MADEKICE S ENATRETH A 5, [EIF
ICCOFHEE, BRARFBEINTELED, £ “bladed” & OMHIENE L H D, For OfB A
THLBMERSDTH > ERABZERH O RIT, COXHIBRIAPS S, hifly = — VXD ETH <
EROERESHEPS D TR, SHARETHL I ENMONE D,

RIRIC R R, CORKOINCEHELEE S, COFRLBEOEAT [BOLH7%] &HiF, L
DLBBOTEY, £ LT, [OUVENCEOL I BZOBEOHT] BOEMTLE XM LI,
(52628 EEDD] B E THFLTVWAE] 010, 2D F xR EF, ZOFHOFERX I
MOEKBZDTRIBVWEFT S, CLAFROMENEZEICEH S EHLD, [MENLFELEESLS L LTV,
L LOUEINLZBIIELS, - TSEART LD TEDBHL, TO, PR BTOEMN
[Ep s | s T8 ZHreiA ] (1D (“dumb” id TOMBZ TR0 ofic TV [Ehs] &9 5]
MEkbH2) COH, TN b, TOEHBEK K1 [FEFTVEDH0? ] (“sapless”) (1D
L9,

FERITSEANSBVOTRE D, COHTE [#23EE] () OEST [HOL 57 @)
JEAS, FICIRETRN S, T L TO NN RMIZH T X511, TORIEHOEEESH, A>T,
ZORAIT, HOWIARBERE LFIcl&iEA5, EZERE LT b &, KNE&HES Ll
WHIW, HUTAERZ 2 AKX L, A TE/, T L TREMA S5 BT, VWO LrHIIFERICK -1,
BEZ OEEEIR AR TOT I IMEKT B L o N0 B3 AE L, TOHKREERER ZEEEZE L THA
O, itz OB OEITIE, KHMOAIE IFXZHEND 5, ThaH- kb <2, [HE
T4 DDOEIIC/ HEDIED & HEHFOA-EBRICH S HicE< DI &% (12-13)
CORBHALLNTEE, LWET S, TOHOLRIFOFHTHESNLIENBLETIREL, A
HoORWMTLH L [ =7 OKR] ITHEZ TINS5,

BN Z L ZFEL &R, TIITNT Ky 7 2K, EREAREICSEL O¥EDITTREL, —1]
DEEAFTHIEDRL “HR” b, ¥ERTEBEZLV, LT h<23hHroskBicry, HS

DFEEWENNT Ky 7 2% ->TiESH, ToiF [BEM] 3, TOFEIRD OB Tl
B LTVl EDIFE 1 - TW B,

1m.
A Priest to His People
1 Men of the hills, wantoners, men of Wales,

With your sheep and your pigs and your ponies, your sweaty females,
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How I have hated you for your irreverence, your scorn even
Of the refinements of art and the mysteries of the Church,
I whose invective would spurt like a flame of fire

To be quenched always in the coldness of your stare.

Men of bone, wrenched from the bitter moorland,

Who have not yet shaken the moss from your savage skulls,
Or prayed the peat from your eyes,

Did you detect like an ewe or an ailing wether,

Driven into the undergrowth by the nagging flies,

My true heart wandering in a wood of lies?

You are curt and graceless, yet your sudden laughter

Is sharp and bright as a whipped pool,

When the wind strikes or the clouds are flying;

And all the devices of church and school

Have failed to cripple your unhallowed movements,

Or put a halter on your wild soul.

You are lean and spare, yet your strength is a mockery

Of the pale words in the black Book,

And why should you come like sparrows for prayer crumbs,

Whose hands can dabble in the world’s blood?

I have taxed your ignorance of rhyme and sonnet,

Your want of deference to the painter’s skill,

But I know, as I listen, that your speech has in it

The source of all poetry, clear as a rill

Bubbling from your lips; and what brushwork could equal

The artistry of your dwelling on the bare hill?

You will forgive, then, my initial hatred,

My first intolerance of your uncouth ways,

You who are indifferent to all that I can offer,

Caring not whether I blame or praise.

With your pigs and your sheep and your sons
and holly-cheeked daughters

You will still continue to unwind your days

In crude tapestry under the jealous heavens

To affront, bewilder, yet compel my gaze.21
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TRENEEFTIRLTELILOWVHEEERME D), PR 3T 2 —VIHHETH L, KT h%
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R.S. Thomas, Song at the Year’s Turning, (Rupert Hart-Davis: London, 1955), p. 29

Anne Stevenson, ‘The Use of Prytherch’, The Page’s Drift: R. S. Thomas at Eighty, edited by M.
Wynn Thomas, (Seren, 1993), p. 47
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T50, TO—TEIEFNO [EEHF | (‘The Dark Well) T34 7—3 - 7 )% -7 ([HsEK]
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HizbDTHLIENHSN 5,

b RFEECAEYEE L, ANIMOERICE S TENTE, FERINGA A — VENET 5552 T
WWiETLHLEDTEEmOIMETH S E, TOHOLHRALFHFHFT v v v ¥ — The Penguin Book of
Religious Verse DF X Tit> T\ % (The Penguin Book of Religious Verse, edited by R.S. Thomas
with the editor’s introduction, (Penguin Books, 1963), p.8)

R.S. Thomas, ‘The Minister’, Song at the Year’s Turning, (Rupert Hart-Davis: London, 1955),
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