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The Development of Bonsai as a Hobby in Early Showa Japan: Examining
Descriptions of Natural Planting as a Hobby in the Book Shumi Taikan (1935)

Yo HAYAKAWA

This paper explores descriptions of natural planting as a hobby in the book, Shumi Taikan
published in 1935, focusing on bonsai. The study explains how the number of cultural pundits who
enjoyed hobbies and built relationships with each other increased in early Showa Japan.

Chapter 1 describes the community and context surrounding bonsai and explains its importance.
Earlier studies on the history of bonsai are also examined. Chapter 2 summarizes hobbies related to
natural planting that are described in Shumi Taikan. Chapter 3 classifies bonsai pundits by experience
and describes their characteristics. Chapter 4 summarizes the construction of hobby organizations by
area and name of organization and also appraises a large-scale exhibition held at Hibiya Park.

This study verifies that an increasing number of publications by bonsai pundits and of botanical
centers on natural planting as a hobby in early Showa Japan resulted in widespread recognition of
bonsai. Bonsai was initially recognized as a new type of culture that was considered harmonious with
sencha and suitable as ornaments for tokonoma. Thereafter, hobby groups were systematically formed
and small- to large-scale exhibitions were held. Bonsai was favorably received by the public, leading to
an increase in exhibitions. Bonsai developed into an art form from the time it came to be considered

unique to Japan, rather than as part of Asian culture in general.

Key words: Japan in the early Showa period (HF#HI#IH H 7K, bonsai hobby (Z #E01E), enthusiast (E4F
Z), art culture GEATX /L), exhibition (BESI=)
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