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When Japanese beginner class students study “-te form” , they study “-te kudasai”
~ for an expression of request. But Japanese native speakers often feel it impolite,
although they also use “-te kudasai” for a request, for example, “Tasukete kudasai.
(Please help me).” This paper examines when an expression with “-te kudasai” is
perceived impolite. The result indicates that native speakers of Japanese usually
perceive such expressions with “-te kudasai” as order. Moreover it is also found that
when native speakers‘ ask someone to do something, they use more indirect
expressions. Native speakers of Japanese also consider various elements such as social
distance, power, social status, situatidns, environments, effect to others, and so forth.
This paper demonstrates that for the non-native speakers of Japanese to use “-te
kudasai” in requesting correctly, the following three points important: (1) to know the
pragmatic function of “-te kudasai”, (2) to know the fact that Japanese tend to use more

indirect expressions, (3) to recognize Japanese social standards for request.
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