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Measuring Standard/Minimum Cost of Living for Wage Increase Policy
in a Deflationary Economy

Masumi Mori

The wage increase is the inevitable issues to expanding domestic demand for Japan which is
faced with the challenge of overcoming deflation. In this situation, since the 2000s, measuring
standard/minimum cost of living has attracted attention for wage increase policy. National trade
union centers and researchers measured them.

This paper compares four standard/minimum costs of living. Our findings are as follows. The
difference in level is large to say the standard/minimum cost of living. Then, to enhance the
effectiveness of measuring standard/minimum cost of living for the wage increase policy, the more

research on the standard of living and wages being guaranteed to the workers is required.
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