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Research Methods of Ryuzo Torii in Surveying Ethnic Minorities:

Survey of the Miao People as an Example

Hisao TABATA

In this paper, we have reviewed Ryuzd Torii’s survey of the Miao people in order

to examine his research methods in surveying ethnic minorities. His unique methods

have not been established as a standard yet. Results show that prior to conducting a

survey, Torii performed a preliminary study to assess knowledge and information

pertaining to the target ethnic group and survey region. Upon completion of the

preliminary study, he then traveled to the survey site. Other aspects of Torii’s

research methods serve as a model for modern field surveys, such as how he

summarized his survey records onsite. For the above reasons, Ryuzo Torii can be

considered as a pioneer of ethnic minority surveys in Japan.
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