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TRADITIONAL CULTURE AND CULTURE CHANGE OF THE KURIL AINU
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In this paper, I take a general view of the history of the Kuril Ainu and the natural environment
around the Kuril Islands. Next, I focus on their sea mammals and birds based subsistence, and their
spiritual world including legends, myths and traditional rituals in the 19th century. Moreover, I

consider cultural changes of the Kuril Ainu, caused by contact with the Russians and Japanese.
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