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Factors Determining the Design and Height of the Central Hall and High Tower of the
National Diet Building
— Comparison with the Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery, the Former Privy Council
Building, and the Nihombashi Mitsukoshi Main Store—

HORIUCHI Masaaki

Abstract

The rough finish on the lower floor, the smooth finish on the upper floor, and the simple division of
the walls by the pilasters (columned form) in the Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery (1919-1926), as well
as the entrance configuration with the porte-cochere and ramp in the former Privy Council Building
(1920-1921) are similar to the National Diet Building (1920-1936). Furthermore, the width of the great
hall of the Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery and the central hall of the National Diet Building are
identical: 16.36 meters.

The upper walls of the central hall in the former Privy Council Building are overhung by the
brackets and covered by the flat ceiling with a further step at the top. This design is similar to that of
the central hall of the National Diet Building.

The square roof of the National Diet Building, as seen in the proposed 3rd class 2 seat of the
design competition for this building as well as in the former Privy Council Building, offered an
alternative to the previously dominant domed roof.

The angle of the square roof of the National Diet Building was modified after construction began
and the angle slightly increased. As a result, the tall tower of the National Diet Building was 65.5
meters high. It is assumed that this was the result of a strong awareness of the tower of the Nihombashi
Mitsukoshi Main Store (1919-1921), which was 60.6 meters high at the time.

The central hall of the National Diet Building is large enough to accommodate the five-story pagoda
of Horyuji Temple. It is possible that this is not a coincidence but rather that this pagoda was in mind
when the National Diet Building was designed.

The angle of the inclination from both ends of the front side of the National Diet Building to the top
of the high tower is the largest among the architectural examples discussed in this paper, and together
with the undulation of the site, the central wing of the National Diet Building has acquired a spectacular
appearance.
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Former Privy Council Building (IHiXZ B4 ), Nihombashi Mitsukoshi Main Store (HAKG
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