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Target Selection for Hostility in Triadic Relationships
Under Jealousy Conditions

Aimi KOYAMA and Motoko HONDA-HOWARD

This study investigated jealousy within triadic relationships, focusing on hostility as a coping strategy and
its relationship with the target of hostility. Utilizing a scenario method, we analyzed data from 101 participants
to examine the interplay between jealousy, relationship commitment, and narcissism, the latter being a
personal trait influencing hostility. Our findings revealed a positive correlation between relationship investment
and commitment and jealousy and hostility. However, the relationship between commitment and jealousy was
not as clear. General Linear Model analysis indicated that jealousy leads to hostility directed at partners and
rivals. Notably, in scenarios involving friendship, individuals with higher levels of narcissistic hypersensitivity
showed a tendency to exhibit more hostility towards their best friend or partner than their rival, highlighting

the nuanced dynamics of jealousy and hostility in different relational contexts.
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