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Audience Experiences in Classical Ballet:
Comparing Live Versus Recorded Viewing

Izumi SATO and Shimpei IKEGAMI

This study investigated how the mode of viewing classical ballet (live versus recorded) impacts audience

experience. Participants (N = 31) viewed four variations of classical ballet performance in either live or

recorded format. They then evaluated their impressions through scores and provided free descriptions of their

experience. The findings revealed notable qualitative differences between the two viewing modes. Live

performances elicited more detailed and insightful responses in the free descriptions. However, quantitative

measures, such as scores, showed minimal differences between live and recorded viewings. These results

indicate that live ballet viewings foster higher-order, top-down information processing, leading to a more

enriched and profound experience than watching recorded performances.
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