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Wittfogel’s Theory of Hydraulic Society:

Using China as an Example

Hisao TABATA

Asiatic societies possess an economic foundation based on a unique mode of

production known as the “Asiatic mode of production.” Wittfogel conducted research

on China as a representative Asiatic society. Research results led Wittfogel to

conclude that China was an agricultural hydraulic society which was traditionally

based on hydraulic power, and that said hydraulic society was led by a centralized

bureaucracy. This paper was written in order to verify this Theory of Hydraulic

Society as proposed by Wittfogel.
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