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Gender Roles in Television Commercials :

A Comparison of Television Commercials in Japan and Australia

Etsuko SAITO and Saburo IWAWAKI

The present study examined gender role portrayals of TV commercials in Japan.
448 TV commercials were chosen from prime time on three TV stations. And these
commercials were compared with commercials in Australia. Results revealed that
central figures of commercials in Japan depicted more strongly sex equality relative
to those in Australia. However content analysis indicated that commercials in Japan
portraied stronger gender role stereotypes on “home” and “occupational setting”
location than did in Australia. Gender role stereotypes were found to be in commer-
cials of two countries, but to manifest a number of cross-cultural differences. To
improve gender role stereotyping, resulting showed that increased effort was needed

on the advertiser and viewers.
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