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A Study of Patients’ Stories with Inflammatory Bowel Diseases:
How “Difficulties in Their Working Situations” Influence

Changes in Personal Identity

Seiko KANOU, Manabu TAKAHASHI

The purpose of this study is to analyze and reveal the life stories of patients with
inflammatory bowel diseases, who have experienced “difficulties in their working
situations”. This is a study of the difficulty that these patients have experienced from
the premises of social, cultural and historical contexts, and how these factors have
caused a transformation in their personal identities. This work is based on the
narratives of six patients with inflammatory bowel diseases, who have experienced
“difficulties in their working situations”. By making clear their subjective experiences
we can further understand difficulties that arise in trying to make economic gains
while having this disease, the role of others and society as a whole on their
experiences, how they think about their own existence, and ultimately the ethical
context that they use to perceive the meaning of their lives. From this analysis we

make clear how the disease causes a transformative process on personal identity.
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