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Research Trends on Formation of Young Children’s Normative Consciousness

Akiko YUASA

This study examined the perspectives by which young children’s “normative con-
sciousness” was understood in preceding studies related to the formation of young
children’s normative consciousness. The results included studies focused on (1) children
and their peers (cognitive development studies, studies classified as norm-sharing
between children), (2) children and caregivers (studies on norms displayed by caregivers
and children’s normative consciousness, studies regarding guidance methods and
education content), and (3) caregivers and education policies (studies regarding care-
givers’ view of caregiving and caregiving and educational ideals). This study demonstrated

the need for future research on the normative problems that arise in actual

caregiving, on the changes in individual young children’s normative consciousness, and

on caregivers’ specific guidance methods.
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