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The characteristics of the Japanese Lifestyle in the 1990s, indicated from
the data related Consumer Price Index (CPI)

Reiko Matsubaguchi, Setsu Ito

What is considered important in industrial countries is the changing consumption patterns discussed at the
UNCED (United Nations Conference on Environment and Development) held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. The
purpose of this paper is to analyze the Japanese lifestyle in the 1990s from the data related Consumer Price
Index (CPI). The CPI is calculated to measure chronologically, the price movements of commodities and
services which are purchased by consumers' households throughout the country. Index items are selected
according to the relative importance of each item to the total consumption expenditures, the
representativeness of items in price movements, and the feasibility of price collection over time, thus index
items may represent price movements of all the commodities and services purchased by consumers. In and
after 1955, the base periods have been revised every five years.

The results were as follows: the imported commodities increased, a tendency toward "Luxury" was
recognized, leisure oriented product and services increased, commodities for the promotion of health
multiplied, traditional commodities decreased, and the trend toward a service economy expanded.

It was showed that the CPI related data was useful for understanding a part of actual situation of the

Japanese lifestyle.

Keywords : Consumer Price Index (CPI), Japanese lifestyle, consumption expenditure,

commodities and services.
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