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A Study on Keeping Pets by Dwellers of Apartment Houses
— Reorganization of the Dwelling Environment Which Assists in the Cohabitation with Pets
Kimiko TAKEDA and Yasuko KOBAYASHI

The research focused on the entrance design of apartment houses where troubles between pet-
keepers and non-pet-keepers occur one after another. The researchers analyzed the architectural
and mental factors which worsen their relationships aiming to establish a system for the peaceful
cohabitation of dwellers of both types, and explore the would-be plan of sharing a space which
would enhance pet communication. The other purpose of this research is to get the basic
knowledge of the cohabiting environment for elderly pet-keepers. '

From the results, the following proposals can be made. ,

1. As a system, the management association of the apartment house makes it compulsory for the
pet-keepers to register their pets and join the ‘Keepers’ Society’ which makes rules for keeping
pets, strives to keep good manners concerning pet-keeping, acts to cultivate the dwellers’
community for the keepers, and tries to mediate with the non-keepers for their understanding
and cooperation.

2. For shared space to enhance pet communication and to avoid troubles, the following ideas would
be beneficial.

a. To avoid troubles, the apartments with ‘divided entrances’ where the keeper and non-keeper
use their own entrance is desirable.

b. Another idea is that ‘shared entrances’ have some merit in that they give chances to the
dwellers to communicate. ’

c. The most desirable model is to build outside and to one side of the ‘divided entrance’ for
pet-keepers a space with seating and equipment for pets so that non-keepers who love
animals can mingle with keepers if they wish while non-keepers who dislike animals can
avoid contact.

3. To make a supporting system for the elderly pet-keepers, the ‘shared entrance’ is desirable. One
could expect the elderly keepers to become friends with other keepers when they meét at the
entrance. These meetings may motivate them to participate more in the ‘Keepers’ Society’. With
this system, it is more likely that the offer of pet-sitting or pet-adoption will be extended to the
elderly when needed.
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