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The Meaning of “KANGAEKATA” in Tentative Course of Study for Social Studies I, 1947
— From a Comparison with Course of Study for Virginia Elementary Schools, 1943—

Madoka Suzuki

Abstract

How to promote a child’s ability to think is one of the most important problems in
elementary -school social studies. But this problem has not been fully resolved since Japanese
Social Studies was introduced. This paper aims to explain why this situation has occurred through
a comparison of the first Japanese Course of Study for Social Studies in elementary schools with
the Course of Study for Virginia elementary schools. Via such a comparison, many differences
between views of education can be highlighted. In the Japanese Course of Study, a child’s ability
to think is assumed to be naturally developed by problem-solving study. The educational aim of an
appreciation of democracy is not clear, and critical thinking skills are hardly mentioned. On thé
other hand, in the Course of Study for Virginia schools, the aims of education are very clear.
Desirable attitudes, abilities and understandings are enumerated in detail as democratic ideals. A
child’s ability”to think .is considered as critical thinking skills and these skills are enumerated
concretely. In conclusion, we can not help but say that social studies in Japan began without
having a strategy for the promotion of critical thinking that is important for the achievement of
democracy.
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5, TEEASHT] I, HLOHSRABELADTES, AADHLRHC VT, HEKED
BIELIFTC, TAREOE S, EAOBMOES 20 »HRETILERS -7, LT, Fhb%
ARIE L CORBHZE & BSY, ZOBEVCERSLLT, FELHFORMCEREELFOD
REERNELTWES & LT, 20k PEERAR 1] HSHE L BRI BORE SRS 5.
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