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The Report on the Form of City Squares in North India

— The Field Survey of City Squares in Foreign Countries No.18 —

Satoru ASHIKAWA, Tomdmi KANEKO,

Yoshiko TSURUTA, Akiko TAKAGI and Youko TOKUNAGA

Though our trip was limited to 13 days, we investigated the city squares and open spaces of 10 cities
in the northern Indian states of Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.

The cities included the capital Delhi, Jodhpur a fort city in a desert-like climate, Pushkar spreading
around the circumference of a sacred lake, Jaipur famous for its pink stone buildings, the Islamic city
Ajmer, Abhaneri known for stairwells called kunda, a small fort city Roopangarh, Mathura along the
Yamuna, old historic Agra, and the sacred place Varanasi.

So far the field work has revealed that in those cities with Hinduism and among a great variety of
chaotic elements, there is a real demarcation of the ‘sacred’ and ‘secular’ in the community spaces. Ghat,
for instance, might function as the threshold between ‘repose’ and ‘life’. The choice of the above 10 cities,

though not sufficient in number, gave us this insight.
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