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Alternative Possibilities and Responsibility

Masako YOSHIHARA

A person is morally responsible for what she has done only if she could have done

otherwise.

This principle (the Principle of Alternative Possibilities) has been widely accepted,

but Harry Frankfurt presented a counterexample to this principle, which radically altered the

direction of debate on free will and moral responsibility, and compatibility of these two with

determinism.

Frankfurt proposed to replace the principle with “a person is not morally responsible for

what she has done if she did it only because she could not have done otherwise”.

But I think

this revision is not convincing for three reasons. (1) Frankfurt uses the expression ‘because’

ambiguously. (2) He doesn’t succeed in explaining why it is necessary to use the expression

‘only because’ instead of ‘because’.
too.

(3) We can think up counterexamples to this revised version
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