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The Characteristics of Chinese Immigration in the Movie Titled THE JOY LUCK CLUB
Hiroshi Sato

Abstract

This research is going to deal with the characteristics of Chinese immigrants. It will make
use of the movie titled THE JOY LUCK CLUB. This unusually named club is a group of four
mothers who enjoy playing mahjong regularly. They have been playing the game for as many
as thirty years, since they migrated to San Francisco from China. They eat food or snacks
they cook for themselves and chat and gossip while playing. The stories of how they had to
emigrate from their home country is told through their chatting. The movie shows that each
of the mothers has her own sad background. Another important topic they always discuss is
their family stories, especially those of their special daughters.

The movie describes one story after another of how each mother experienced hardship in
her younger days in China, and how she is now struggling with new problems related to the
generation gap. Their history and struggles are the history and struggles characteristic of
Chinese immigration to America. Since other ways of immigrating to America (such as‘from
England, Ireland, or Poland) were analyzed in Gakuen No. 798, issued last April, comparison
with that analysis and the difference from immigration types of other ethnic groups will be
researched. This will reveal the different characteristics as well as similarities of Chinese

immigration from that of immigrants from other countries.

T C & IC

AR, REICHIPNIBROZICEHL, AIZRDTALX R T A Y AICEDP>7cOD] 05
HEEMEOR b — ) —OhLSEL, BRPERLELEICHES LALE THEEFZABV TV 3HRE
DEETH B, BBV TR, [—BRECHEINELT 2 U HICBETBALOE —| V557 —<OF
IZ, 3AEDOBE T4+ % RX] (POCAHONTAS), TE» 755 KHi~] (FAR AND AWAY), THs
LOFRNVFET] (AVALON) 2B &, ThOoOBREERED LS IKHEAB V- O», FdL T,
Eawmrci, TBRERESEI2EHBIE, BREJBICE - T, BERXNICIEBNERE—FT
b5, ZFLT, FEEBTHMOOAL LT V7, dUEE, 72V AZEALS5O0BENEL O
BMEDE Thdbb I bitEhT\g, P LbBEV, T TEBTR, BICBRONIED -2
ERBREHOREEID 5 5, |

B T¥ad 592257 3, hERTAYHIADTI 3 - Y (Amy Tan) OBVLE
RO A THE LT, PESBROBROEZHEHVCEHEED IR TH 5, ARTR,
COMBEOHRTED L S B SORMEIN, TARESIZIBBOTCELEREERLOL, Th

—118—



bMOBEEI BT IERAF > TLEOMREIRSVT, B, BITELTOVELV,
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for.]” —

iR, TE»ISE->TERD, BO0OWb > TELAEHEZ FHICHBRVEIEZIVT, I
TISTFHITEELTHRLY, TAUVAALK>TRLVWEVSHE LTOBHVWIASHEI N TV S, B
BEICOBEEARERBICLT, BEEESILTH YIS VY RaRE-STET, BEESEFTLY, K
ELIEBEEDISBBERIIB>TVEILEBMLEBLTVW, X—27 v (M) LBV Y24
(Jing-mei), Y v F (fH¥) LBV =Y 7 ) — (Waverly), 7 ¥ 44 (B LIBo— X (Rose), ¥
LTA VA v (@E) LIBY —F (Lena) OMHORFDOI L TH %,

Vad 5927 - 753 T7EVHIHEAVERRD 2 5 71E, BRELTR->TET, ¥ v 75V R3
KHEETE 04 AORE ALY, BBEAVWTEXLY— Yy v (KR DEDOLRHITH 5, HLibH
d, FrA4F 59 VOEETHIVAY, 0FEITblk > THESRLHA, BLeXDEL, BFE%:>O
FHHE, ANOEELMES DEMEOBECE LTI TEl, UL, 47 HRIICA ¥ —D—
AT 5 TDFEEETH >/, A—2T7 UYBRATLEL Bolo §HE, HLLWA Y=L LT, T
KB BBOROVIT, ROV Y AABFLICHKEDORIIMbBILETNEHLE 57, JhIZED
¥T, Avn—0kich, Fies, Bibd8E-T, BREAA—F 4 —DHEIPOATVWERPTH
21 BE-TVBAOHITE, YV A4 LEICEHDEGKRTWE, Y2143, ¥ -:FL0R
OEHLDOLDORAIIRL > THAE»TOR, VWEILBREARICEDON S, BEHLLENL
HLINZEED, T B> BOBOVHICEZVHED TV 5B, HER Y v £ 1 OY/PDERDE
EAEBE-TVL,

BRE X, 4 AORERD &2 DRicb 4 AW, BEEAEOKEICHERERE LTEDX S itk
EC&ehE, —ATOOEEERZI YETH LI ICBRE TV, 4 AOoREIbIE, Z5
> THETIEEL, MABVEHELTE I,

Y, R—2T7 VOYREENEE 5, B HHESFTICRICELIC N, WTFOFAROREREDR
MTBEXEDICLBINER S h o1, BERIDOIEEHELTOAVBEREVESXT - &1
ZTWiz,

WOV Y24 ZIBOHELAZMO 22 dRICRRE BN - e BRODEEERICHKD > 2
T/ RESTOEBIUARROBEIL, VOBMLEINZIRKKE>TVWS, /NSBEMSD S 1 /351,
DY FOIRY 27> )V —RBRFIPIEF = REFLELTCHRUTH > oo Vv A4 BZERET /HET,

—119—



BEOBENLFT->TRELTRPDLVERATO, ETABERIE, 2FICR-TLE 7,
BEEPP S, VEVIRYy FOBRT, HRLATVI bDICRELSUL 512,

fih, 927 —@VDOETEFzRADRFITVAEI LD, BOEVWHRDIRKE->TWVWEILEDT
Eigdp ot RORFIRO ZHFKA LICEETSIR) Y FEI - LS LIRELA LS I2y, Rii%
THLIC Bt THE, WEOTHHA, bIROTHOTLbTEN oty ZLT, HK
RF = REB TR,

—%, BU Y FE, BADLABROHRTH>/7cEW0HDIc, @FEHLORICHTEY 2RI, Bk
DRICKEBDETF 422 —-DEIAHR, ERHETRBVISKTEE SN, BOFZELZTD
PRERELTVED LN, FKBBRLST, HATT » FHFLKVORKEZLDEVT, HEED
HEhakSictils, RECRL, L@BTEOUREFICLI, LML, ) Y FRZOROEE
ERCVEDLILERFTERVTVS,

T YA CHDMAEOERSH - 7o HLORE, SERFEORERITKL, BROFAICD
BRAENT, HEKY—F Y ORNBEHORAOHITHA LTI S, -T2 Bodh LSS
KELLRHCH L THRNBBIET, ROT7 Y AABBRSDETHS5AUD T, LBL, TY2AA
DB — R —PBIOKICVBE, 741 ORBBOKROFRH L LT, BHHOB, SWH %1
7TYVE - T, MEHKIX—FohicE» L, KROEEEZR > CEBIcKRE 7, ThEsd,
DEER I - 1eo HROTE, 7V A M RY—F v ORCTREED LAY, EFFOHIT WEL
SHEBELEES, BPEE2HEALER> TWEEFERT 08— W1, 558, BR7~v
ERBICRAIAATARE L, BOT v A4 ICEAELR2THL T, Thd 5, RINBRY —F
VOREHT, EEREATT A Y AICED -

7 VA4 ORe - Xid, KFEHRHHERZXBICREST v F (Ted) L4 OWREERDBX TH
WL Faoi, 15FEMOEFICKIERETES ELTVE, 0—XiE, 7 ¥4 1 OREIRI
HABOBHOREM, THHRALEET — ADRELDHRAAT — ZTOFRBREF T
F 1L DI — ] [I was taught to desire nothing ... to swallow other people’s misery ... and to eat my
own bitterness. And even though I taught my daughter the opposite, ... but still she came out the
same way.] TEZBEHICH, TELTRTVAARBEITEIELTELN- I, REHAERZFOE
D DRETD %,

AvA4 vHHEIBFEVEVLLE > TOEh T, I6RTRIIOKEHE, i, 1FE&RICE
KBIREL2EHT, BALBESTHEEZ LG, REOMHBICRIEAL, L RKEOHTEST
ThBEOFE, BHEOKEDTLE o HRBLELLTLE > LRBR, KL ORBLHRE
ENRT, MbhbThie, BikbElk, YV 75y YR RE->TETV,

4 NOBB b ohEIREShAFVERLE, ThThORLBBT A Y ATEENE-T, BH
ELOHFICIRA LD T 5 RAEOB VD, MELSOEFELS B0 E—KI 5, LIL, ThEN
ORHEORICE I > TELI LR, 2L DThEVOERENPVTHZ, [TRVOIEHD D
RS, BCORILEVHRFEFE - EzES 5 IO EORICRENT WV, DI
RBAYoRAEE XS & LW | [Because every time you hoped for something I couldn’t deliver, it
hurt ... And no matter what you hope for, I'll never be more than what I am, And you never see that!

What I really am.] £W\W3 Vv 44 DEER, BPLIAFGLOMBL NIV L V<2 L RTEH

— 120 —



ERE->TWVAB,

COBAVTVTNEVE—BICIOBRT-#HIT R, YA A OB -2 7 Y BHEERELEED
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FOSRE (b o) ZBEOBEEET Z20RIEDTHRLY LWVWHEREFR, RIETHN 19 it
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