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The Name of China’s “National Language” Viewed from the Perspective of
Speakers of Minority Languages
—The suitability of “Putonghua” as the name for the national common language—

Huhbator BORJIGIN

“Putonghua” is legally established as the name of the “national common language”
in China at present. However, in Chinese speaking areas, discussions on the proper name of
China’s “national language” are endless. There are many names in use among ordinary
Chinese; three of them are “Putonghua,” “Guoyu” and “Huayu.” “Putonguhua” is in use in
the Chinese mainland, “Guoyu” had been used in Taiwan until recent years, and “Huayu” has
been used in many areas and countries including Taiwan in recent years. In China it is
generally believed that these names are not exclusive of each other but that they supplement
each other and that these names will be used together on a long-term basis. However, due to
the inconvenience of China’s national language having multiple names, scholars in the Chinese
speaking regions offer different theories and views supporting one of the other of the names,
most often Huayu and Guoyu.

Use of “Putonghua” as the common language is one of the important language policies in
modern China and closely related to policies regarding languages of minority nationalities.
However, discussions of the name “Putonghua,” which are also related to China’s national
common language do not take into account the viewpoints of those who speak minority
languages. The name “Hanyu” is often used as a substitute for “Putonghua” or a term for
interpreting the origins of “Guoyu” or “Huayu.” However, when viewed from the standpoint
of minority languages, “Hanyu” is the most acceptable language name because it means “one

language.” It is natural according to the theory of the language name configuration.

Key words: national common language ([EHZ##MHiE), Putonghua (%@ik), languages of
minority nationalities (“LECHEE), Hanyu (FEiE
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