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“Thing”, “a State of Affairs”, and “the Pure State of Affairs”
——Being, Time and Ego——

Tomoaki Thara

Abstract

The author formerly made a philosophical investigation of the ontological ideas based on
the distinction between such concepts as “a thing (Japanese: mono)” and “a state of affairs/
what is the case (Japanese: koto).” In this paper the author tries to develop and enrich the
ideas, and seeks with the help of some schools in old days who have similar interests to
clarify the concept of what is conceived as the pure state of affairs (Japanese: junsui-na-koto),
and to show what the world would be like in each ontological paradigm of “mono” and
“junsui-na-koto.” The world of “mono,” which is captured by consciousness, is the one with
empirical or phenomenal entities. On the other hand, the world of “junsui-na-koto,” which is
completely aloof from and beyond our daily consciousness, would be at the same time the
Nothing and the Overflowing-being. The author finally gives consideration to how the
concepts of being, time and ego should be recognized in those worlds and concludes that our
realistic impression of reality requires “junsui-na-koto” to be necessarily there along with the

empirical or phenomenal world of “mono.”
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The first is the Domain of the sensible things (Chinese: shih). This represents the ordinary world-
view of the ordinary people whose depth-consciousness has not been opened up, who, therefore,
cannot have a glimpse into the depth-structure of the things. The surface-consciousness which
alone is functioning here cognizes only a world of empirical or phenomenal multiplicity, in which
all ontological units are clearly and definitely distinguished from one another and stand opposed
to one another, each maintaining to the last its individuality and particularity.
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The second of the aforementioned four Domains is that of the absolute metaphysical Reality
(Chinese: 1i). Being the all-pervading, all-comprising oneness of metaphysical non-articulation, it
is the pre-phenomenal ground of reality out of which arise all phenomenal things. Its being non-
articulated implies at the same time that there is in it absolutely nothing. ...In its negative
aspect, the 1i is responsible for the fact that the so-called empirical things are “self-less,”
“substance-less,” or “essence-less,” that, in short, all things are ultimately nothing. But an
observation of its positive aspect (in which it is identical with the Buddha-Reality) makes us
realize that all these self-less or substance-less things are so many articulated forms of non-
articulated Reality, and as such have a right claim to being regarded as real.
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