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Japanese Learners’ Comprehension of Anaphora Expressions

—Examining the Effect of Explicit Linguistic Knowledge—

Misato Usukura
Abstract

This study investigated the necessity of learners’ explicit knowledge about the usage of
English personal pronouns in anaphora comprehension. English and Japanese anaphora
expressions by personal pronouns have some different features in their usages. It is assumed
that Japanese learners would have difficulty understanding English anaphora expressions by
personal pronouns due to the interlingual differences. It is believed among quite a few
Japanese English teachers that these differences may have negative influence on their students’
reading comprehension, and quite a lot of time has been spent on explicit explanation about
them. The effectiveness of such explicit knowledge, however, has not been investigated enough.
The present study examined whether Japanese EFL (English as a foreign language) learners
need explicit knowledge about the usages of English personal pronouns to understand
anaphora expressions. Also, if learners are able to comprehend English anaphora expressions
without any explicit knowledge, what component of English ability complements the absence
of knowledge? In the present study, the degree of automaticity in sentence processing is
considered to be one of the possible factors and an investigation was carried out. The result
indicated that learners were able to comprehend English anaphora expressions without explicit
knowledge, but the relevance of sentence processing automaticity was not proven.
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2. FRDOE=
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ETzhns | 0ok IR 2 \BMREREZEHRT 5,

INE TITHIREBES DT - 72092 (Minowa, 2008; 2007; 2005; 2004) <l (1), (2), 3), (4,
(6) 1ZBEd 2 WI/RIHER O LB ARRGE L 72 T OFER, Q) & () 182V TIEIRIAEEA S <
THRIGERZELCHMTZ 2L VW) TEbbh o, (1, (2), (6) 122V T &R D .
PR FIES NS - 7208, FRICHEH Lz~ 7 ) TIVOREE & BRI 217 5 RHinEE - 72,
T I TAME TR I DEMFEOERE, Hicic (5) IV TOMRIMGERO HENEEZRGEET 5 &
I L7,
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BbofiTthd s & &, Thztd 2 ARG &8 ZEHIED they 2V 5, T &% bIGE
EHAFETRBOELHICHELEODD 5, HE TR ARG OEEIE BFERIC s 5 &2 203,
HARGE D L [ $EEEEAL OB ISV, DF D, HEETI one apple, two apples & 78505, HAGE
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Hao 20813780, /2, apple (V¥ 3) DX ICHEIEZA A — Y L2 T WG TH LI they
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(a) HEAEY)Z1E they
A young boy lived in an old house with his parents. The boy had special powers but
he didn’t say anything about them.
(b) AJHE# G 245 A6
Rachel Carson was a scientist who wrote about the danger of farm chemicals. Only
a few people worried about it in the 1950s.
(c) SLfrid L& H35e78 5 AP A45
Yesterday Ken was absent from school and received messages from his classmates.

They were about homework for the English class.



(d) ANCHIT & e ztad APMUEE] ()

Mary: I can understand your parents’ feelings. Playing violent games is different
from just watching violent movies. Maybe children will become more violent
after they play these video games.

John: I see what you mean. But has anyone proved it?
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BB AT U 7o #EETALEIC (2 SPSS 15.0 & Microsoft Excel 2007 O3y — v AL, A=
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7o 28 HOFEREIRL TV 5, 2200 AE KT 2L, 7 v r— F OFEIEEHD 1.6 & D7
W—hT, R&GETZ b TIIEEN3THTH BT E0D, AMBLEL CHRIEERFEZHEFETETL
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ARHNCRAZFNC BT 2RI R b ADE TV R WL I Th 7o FHEIIWRT IO,
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®1. FHEBLVEERZE R2 TUU— MEREBSH
N M SD IEEH N %
TV =k 23 1.6 1.16 4 [ 1 3.3%
K57 =+ 23 3.7 1.15 3 [ 6 20.0%
L 7y — M3 4 g, T 2 M6 A 2 [ 9 30.0%
114 10 33.3%
0 f4 4 13.3%

x£3. 77— bER (RER)D

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
PR SAEOME ST E OEE they HHET b0

1k fi# & 0 25 (83.3%) 1 (3.3%) 15 (50.0%) 9 (30.0%)
AIEfEE (%) 5 (16.7%) 29 (96.7%) 15 (50.0%) 21 (70.0%)

1 A = GE T RIBICKEO S5 I HZE L D b ESHE TH 5,

7 20 SeiTEl o ALE = FeE I RET T RIL & BTG B B

3 SefTed & D= EE TR H AT L 0 & ARG & SeiTrd O EREEDS T W,
¥ 4: they 2359 & @ =they (44, WAEYIOWG 254 I ENTE %,
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AA=VDOPAHEPTINHESFIHEL TVWELHTH S,



x4, KEFT X FEEREEE

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5-1 Q5-2
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& DR F&lE L F&lE L F&lE C (A F&lE L

R B EHO B EHO
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2+ = UEICE P ZRNE RO RN A, R E L THIRIAERAE 23D h T IRULZERE O B
DSEMHEIC S 2 & WO GRIZFEIE S NS - 7o THIRIEITHFZE (Minowa, 2008) T 5 hu 7zl & 4
BLTW5b, Minowa (2008) Tid, 2 XIEE» SKAHHDOXEE S XU LOEH D XED 2 EEH
A L CRBEODTEIT - 1o T DR, EHOXEITO W TIRIEMRE & RIEME O HSCRIER
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ZHOCEMRZERITNITREI2ERPEON LA LIV,
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MR AIEfFE t e

Q1 N=15 N=14 t 27) =1.151
M=46.07 (SD: 9.85) M=42.04 (SD: 8.95) p>.05

Q2 N=17 N=12 t 27 =—1.044
M=42.22 (SD: 8.75) M=45.91 (SD: 10.18) p>.05

Q3 N=18 N=9 t (25) =0.687
M=45.32 (SD: 9.56) M=42.82 (SD: 7.36) p>.05

Q1 N=14 N=16 t (28) =0.090
M=43.86 (SD: 7.59) M=44.17 (SD: 10.88) p>.05

Q52 N=16 N=12 t (26) =0.148
M=43.09 (SD: 8.21) M=42.6 (SD: 9.37) p>.05

1 N=AB, M=V (HAF), SD=t
E2: Q51 1FIRELEENEMTH > fcicd, MECHLTEDEFISSIDOLLITVEHIL,

O S L 72,
4.4 BESH

AR THER L \KBREGE OO h T, BANFEEICE > TEDL S BHAN TP F
W ETERT B 721z, &G T 2 N OFREER Z i Lz,

(D BEYEEAEYZIET they FEBLOBLDEL WA

Q1 (MY they) & Q5-1 (AW they) DMEFERZIIRT 5 &, WAV EZ15T they D A IE
BRI LDIS, F0ELWEOLS TENbh -7z (D, T, BERIZRTALE, QLKL
@1 > 14 %0255, 10 LB DG (his parents) 230EiTal Th 5 EEHZ TV, 0K
LT, BEMZIET they O WIAY 2457 they & bFREBEICH T 2 HBBAE N E W &
WO TEMEBZOND, TFE, SEFROBEIETEBZ O EEY B TAD %2159 they »
EHETEHNEDOTREBVE A D, THITOWVTIE they DHIEF — ¥ 280 THRIAFT 3 0B MiH %,
(2) HiTel ERZFADOKEAE UISA L BB 2ATREDOBIDEHL LA

Q1 UElHIL) & Q4 (k5w 2) OFEFEREZNET 2 &, it & RAFHOWKNRIL 256507
DIERERDDIL, J0EHLLWEWS T EDbh-t (), Q4 EFlITE - TEEMEZRTHA B,
C OREIRICATEDM Y] (messages) 75D 72705, TNAHFEY (his classmates) & & Z 72 gRE DS,
NIERRIZ 57216 5D 5 B 14 A\, Jeftal L RAE OISR 58558, FEE IRAEH O L[E U
Bz L TVALiEkiTime L TGEATLE DO TREVAEMFEERITFEL TV, FEEoHE
BETRIEITHOFAEM OB L 2EENHT -7, 2O ENS, BOFEL Y bHEAEOFED
FHEOWOTREBONEEZ 5N b,

B BHEIEOA 2 = VEEVELRPT VK EZ ) THROVZEHETEEL ORI DEEL V2

REF T2 FORT, Q1 EQ2ITHAETH L& FJITHEIEZ 14 2 —Y LIt W& (=1H]
B &, Q3 & Q5-LICRIOHTERIEEZA x — v Lo W (=wHGH) %2, ThThgiT
FlE LTHRE L, £4ITRTEIIC, QL EQ2DIEMEMN QI & Q5-1Lb b, D
G2 HTAhBE, QLTI “powers (7 —)", Q2 Tlt “danger (GIR)” & W5 HaansstiTam &



BoTWb, CNODHEEEIHGEE EOIHASNIILRBLEALEL, BASNEbDEVSA
A= IV, —F, Q3 TlE “mother and her little girl (BE&EIR)”, Q5-1 Tld “my parents
(WED” EVSZEDBEITIHE B> TVWE, INHDHGEIE [A] 2R LTWwWacH, 1A, 2AD
FHOREEE EDIMEAT LI ENAEETH D, LD >THAONSEA A — VL, TDXHE
A A= VOBEVPHMEICEEL G A, EEBERICENHILOTRIBVWIEA S s Q1 (“powers”)
DEEERTHLE, NEME 14405 5 10 %425 his parents Z56fTa & L GHREATVW S, TDFA
BI3EHEMoORBICL2 b0 b Lnwgs, 7ok ZAFREESChIc s & U cEAEY 215 HE0E
DHGAMA->T0icE Lo, BEONFREL 22 LNE VL, —F5 Q2 (“danger”) DFRZE % H
ThHBE, NEFEE 122055 8 AW APMUAE it DSefTs & LT farm chemicals & W 9 0P
Sl AT, DT EDS, WEBREDIHDHRTIIANMAE LT [Ho—&] BiishTu
BWEWS T Enbh b,
(4 HEEZIET it LRIOX2ERERRT it 3EL ORI 0H L W

572 P TIR Q2 THIEZIET it 25, Q5-2 TRIOX &M EIFT it SN/, IEREK
ZHET 2L, EE58BRBREICL SVOEIGHKE s/ (FEDo LIch-> TAHROERM S IBEL S
Dt MEVEHELOPFIHS IR S 510, Q5-2 DAIEMEE 12 4 DREE R TH B &, BN
“Children will become more violent after they play these video games.” &\ 95X Th 5 DIC
%t L, video games &2 violent movies &\ - 7o &5 2B A FEHEERE S 4 %, IEfESCUIA D)
IR ATIHEERE IR 5 0 ic, T OO ARIEMRE G T oisvn] & 1324 L] EBA . A%
TRHFEZIET it LRIOXZfRT it Z2enen 1 ETOHEL 7208, EEOREZ (> TERZT
WV, Hord THERZHE L 72W,

b. HEHITE

ARG T 13 H 3G O AR O ik ic > W COBRINAERDS, RISRBEOBERICARIZbDT
HBPERGE L Tzo FRITITHIR TR0 AENL - 2RI U THEBRZTT - 726558, Hiko LB
FFRES N -, T V7 — MERD S 5D #ERE O % < (FAFMUEE D IS W TOI/RT
HE AL EDE TRV EMBPHSLICE >, REET A FORERERZ &, 3EALEORE
DIEBER I S~6EITH>1co 2F 0, HFn s < THAMMRLE 2 H O IRISEIZ b 2 2 13 IE
LB CEBELEEA S, L LI ORERBIEROMBENEZGTEST 5 D TRV, SO TR
> T ARG FORFEEAARAFEEEICE > TRLTEFZ SO TRV, T LAFELETNIEER
STLEDHREMENES Vb D% H A THEATEBURE Lz, ThoDMEIC S W TORRMIEE
BEsEEEEcRLrECEd, & ARG EETHAOK P, HEO—HIi>WTEEEM
JEHEBELTHEEED 2 ¥ 5551 awareness (K0 &) 2T 2 K 5 WS 3650 b L
NV, FH ST NEHRICB Y 25HED 2 ¥ 53BN awareness DEHEEHIZ I N E TITH
s TV AH (Nagy & Scott, 2000; Block, 1992), AL T - 72 BILEBH OBEFIC> W T 4
BEDAIREMEDS S IS A B



6. SROFE

SHOFHE L TROLHI B EBEZ SN 5,
(D BRIFEROR O /= FiET 4 %,

KFEEZED, TNETICHEEESHED A T X 72078 T 13BN CHIRIEE O S %1 -
T&l, REFEOREIC SV TO—RNBAGEREZMS 7 v/ — b ZHOWT &), o & ZFRGED
BEALP, R H & TR TR EEORLIS L TV 2 LR EOM» WARKIC LTI, B
feFRTuEn, 7o & 2 FERRS EDTETEEE OWRIAERZ NI, LRI & AES
HEROFERIMN L D WTEIC TE A EEZA SN 5,

(2) AE—FHERT X PPN D HETHEREB KO DOEEEZN 5,

AWFFETIIE R E— FHIER7 2 b 2O THESEFRICB T 2 2ANEROES VAR, ERBL U
WX DEEEDIRE Lch, HES NI XDBWREICE > TRAZICHETEEL DD T
HotclWH I LEEEBETLHE, WEEIT LT OAREN S TICHEXDONEZHIE L T icnfek:
DdH B, FIEREVWHIIEENBEREICE > T, Vo LAHRLENEEZEbA L LELHAEXDOIRICH
MRS EThsE LD, T TR ERDPAEC 5 alaEMED H 5, FIRR £ — NS
OHFEER VS T ET, FPIC BRI 0 2B A EZAE L, & 5 7o) TRIRERB O BfFic
X9 BB ) WGEE S 5 BN B B,

(3) ARBEFG AT E T 2RILRIAB X OXEEREET it iIco0T, WRINAGROREL S S
TN B,

KL TH IR E L TMMALBIERBN D 25Th > 72, ZDFER, HAAFEZICE-T
INSOHEPMOHEEENTHLWEEICH 2 E 0D T EBb o> to, BIRIVHERD LB A
Blcvicd, 7y — b ofR&GET R FERWEL CERETV IV,

7. L&

AT T & HAASGEY B E ORICEB ORI, (450 MEIC> 0T OWRIHEA ST b
BAERIE Lo BAANCE >THLWTHS S EEZ 5N s AREHOAEICENL, Tho%
FI 72 BB O BRI 5 1) 5 WA D LB A B~ 7 AR R, 263 L S HIERIRSEE TR0 &1
52 Ehbh oty — X XHEIRT E TORRHIEA < T b RIBEREE L BT 2 8%
DAET 5505 T ElE, 28 L SBEAIIRIICRIEEEIC > W TR 9L b, SRR A
ThHHEVITELZRELTVWS, L LS SES RO TRAGEO LI 2 5E T 5 13 & DR
72 BRI S NIED - T2 HIERDS IS WEERZ O R QIRIGERZ R T B - leBm /DL ik
SR D, A WIRMEERONO HEEE LD, BIGEHOBRENS 7 2 F OWEE 5
120 LT, WIRIAIRRO B 2B L 7\
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185 1. BARMABOFEZRANSZ 7o —
DT AN, ARIADHHMEHRLZICDDEDTT, ffEDF LI EMNHANTREVDOT, HRDEZICHEMIWE
X, [SFETICE ST EDNBODLSLILGH V] P [SFETICE -GN T AN, ENTLE 7] IcOZEDFTLIEE L,

Q1: FEORL IZKRD (A) (B) &B QOJﬁfliiiT“{fbﬂéC&ﬁi%T@‘#?
(A) HoORtWwB AZELT, [HEBRORKAOHPEATY | &0 EICHENT 2,
(B) XhicHTE&iE S ViRt %,

fo & 2, TREPIEEICEATOE T, BRSO 2FETT ] ok,
(C) BFETICE - ENBTVDASLLIALE,
(D) AFTIKE-XNT B, ENTLE -7,

Q2 FEORATICHITHTE L ATEEVHAS E S, CHOE TILHTELATESVHRAS CEATEETH?
(A) ~ (B O THTUEL DT RTLOEDHTI L EL,

(A) RGFALFLXH, 550 RENOXICE NS B

(B) R&HANEFNELO, 2~3 XANCHT < 547

(C) WiOBHEITHT < 547

(D) RAFDEEOXIHIT 555

(B) R&FANETNEXO, 2~3 LHICHIT 557

(F) #%OBEICHIT 545

(G) BFTICHE- L IEDBRVDPSDLN LI,

(H) AFTICH- 7AiM T 50, EnClE -7,

Q3: Q2HT, ~HZLOFLNTIA? (A) ~ (F) DA Sl 2EATOESTF TS,
(A) REFEERLH, H5VEEROXICEEN 5 %

(B) R&FANEENBZ XD, 2~3 XHNTHTL 245

(C) miDBFEICHI T 2545

(D) REFHADERZRDITHTL %45

(BE) REHANVEZENBXD, 2~3 XHBITHTL 3 &3

(F) ®oPBhgicititl 2846

(G) BETIKHSKIEDBLDLSDLI LI,

(H) AFTicH-5MT50, BTl -7,

Q4: FGEDOREE “they” BWEVHMA BT LMTEEHDFTRTIOEDF TSV,
e (GRS

(A) A: B (B: a boy)

(B) A: #E (W boys)

(C) & B¥ (#l: a dog)

(D) #¥: #88 (Pl: dogs)

(E) ¥ B8 (. a book)

(F) ¥ % (P books)

(G) A »5 (F) offiaGgbE Bl (A A B+ (C) B ¥ a boy and his dogs)

(H) AFETICHSKIEDRBOLDLSDLI S,

(1) AFETICH-KENTED, BTl -7,

AR D D B MR S A, £, EDOL S VWO L TWichZEVT FE W,
ESEANG ) ( ) g~ ) %

18 2. AMMREAZAVZBIERRBOERZASF X b

WCh O FEHRATET NEZE, FEEF LB HAETEA TR IV, * PO VR ERYH D £ 97,
WCHICE AL T 2 000 &R L 7258 3RERI [TL)] EE0TL I,

BEZ DD OBV RAEHIC [X] 2ZF0 TS,

W51 VMBS o 1 SO THA T S L



(1) A young boy lived in an old house with his parents. The boy had special powers but he didn’t say anything
about them.

them —

(2) Rachel Carson was a scientist* who wrote about the danger* of farm chemicals*. Only a few people worried*
about it in the 1950s.
danger =[Gk farm chemicals=E3E worried about~=~IC2>W\WTLELL 7

it —

(3) There was an old tree in the park. One summer night the tree heard a lullaby*. A mother was singing to
her little girl under the tree. They looked happy, and the song sounded sweet.
lullaby = F5Fik
They —

(4) Yesterday Ken was absent from school and received®* messages from his classmates. They were about

homework for the English class.
received =521 - 72
They —
(5) John: My parents don’t allow* me to play violent* video games. MDThey said watching violent movies is OK,

but playing violent video games is not good.
Mary: I can understand your parents’ feelings. Playing violent games is different from just® watching violent
movies. Maybe children will become more violent after they play these video games.
John: I see what you mean. But has anyone* proved* ®@it?
allow =779 violent =&/ 73 just=Hii< anyone= it/ prove=ilLIid %
(OThey —

@it —

F73: EXEBEEENSFRZ b (DEMLEH
KOILATEBETHES R LTSV, LFRHD BBEOTORALS THEVER Ao TRTEAMKD > 1 5KT
L2 & ERAA TSR E W,

(1) The boy had special powers but he didn’t say anything about his powers.

(2) Rachel Carson was a scientist* who wrote about the danger* of farm chemicals*.
scientist =5 danger =Gk farm chemicals=f2#

(3) A mother was singing to her little girl under the tree.

(4) The mother and the baby looked happy, and the song sounded* sweet.
sound= (~DLHI2) WA 3

(5) Yesterday Ken was absent from school and received* messages from his classmates.
received =52 JHL %

(6) The messages were about homework for the English class.

(7) My parents don’t allow* me to play violent* video games.
allow=7}79 violent =/ 11J73

(8) My parents said watching violent* movies is OK, but playing violent video games is not good.
violent=Z& /)1y 735

(9) Playing violent* games is different from just* watching violent movies.
violent=2& /] 73 just=Hiiz

(10) Maybe children will become more violent* after they play these video games.
violent=Z& /7173
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