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Leading and Supporting Small-scale Orchestras in Elementary Schools

—DBased on a Case Study Arrangements for and Teaching Performances

in an Instrumental Music Club at R Elementary School—

Fuki Takabatake and Miyako Nagaoka

In this study we considered how a teacher should lead and support a small-scale orchestra
organized for pupils in an elementary school from the following viewpoints:

1) how to select instruments, and organize an orchestra for pupils,

2) the relationship between the physical and mental developmental stages of children in the

4th to 6th grades (10-12 years old) and their technical ability to play instruments,

3) how to orchestrate for small-scale orchestra while preserving the original sounds of pieces

intended for larger orchestras.
Based on a case study of the instrumental music club at R elementary school, we have
arrived at the following conclusions:

* The optimum size of an elementary school orchestra is 20 players including 1st violins, 2nd
violins, cellos, flutes, trumpets, and percussion. This basic formation can be complemented
by a piano part.

« Children are able to compensate for their lack of technical ability at playing instruments
and reading music by their mental and cognitive growth and by using their experience
listening to music, although they cannot be expected to match the vital capacity and height
of adults.

* We can arrange the orchestration so that pupils in elementary school can play pieces in an
effective manner. For example, in an orchestra with a limited number of first violin players,
we can strengthen that section’s part by having the flutes play it as well, add a piano part
in order to preserve the original harmony of a piece, or substitute cellos for horns.

* In arrangements it is important to observe which parts require high level of performance.
The teachers are required to fully understand the current state of ability of the children

with whom they are working and to make adjustments accordingly.

Key words: small-scale orchestra (/NiiikE 1%%5), elementary school (/NFFE), instrumental
music club (#5242 5 7), arrangement (#HiHll), teaching performances (JEZE{53E),
physical and mental development (AN - FFHIITEEE), technical ability to play
musical instruments (252515 Z56E77)
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