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Pedestrian Spaces in South Korean Dal-dongne

— Studies on Pedestrian Space in Asia (5) —

Satoru ASHIKAWA and Tomomi KANEKO

The Moon Village (Dal-dongne in Korean) is the name for densely populated zones in hillside

areas of Korean urban cities. Dwellers in these areas were low-income squatters who migrated there

in the 1960s and settled there because they could not afford to live in the flatlands. This paper reports

the results of research on Dal-dongne, mainly in Seoul and Busan, done in 2008 and 2009, and reveals

that paths in these areas are mostly made up of stairs, because all the houses are built on slopes. This

means that structurally, all open spaces can be pedestrian. Especially in Seoul, this kind of space is

rapidly disappearing because of urban redevelopment, but it is a loss to be deplored, as these areas are

small-sized, positive, and densely communicative spaces.
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