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A Study of the Configuration of Urban Centers and Commercial Areas in Turkey

Yoshiko TSURUTA

The purpose of this study is to investigate the spatial characteristics of Turkish cities. On the
basis of spatial examination of commercial areas in 18 cities of the Western Anatolian region, we
drew the urban plans, and the plans of the central commercial areas (Carsi in Turkish), of 18
cities (istanbul, Bursa, Balikesir, Tarakli, Goyniik, Mudurnu, Bolu, Safranbolu, Kastamonu,
Nallihan, Beypazari, Konya, Bergama, Kiitahya, Afyonkarahisar, Ugak, Tire, Izmir).

We analyzed the ways in which urban areas are configured, taking into account Carsi,
major urban facilities, main roads, and new town center areas. The following conclusions can be
drawn from our observation and analysis. Cargi remain the centers of urban areas, and as
such have historically been important in how urban areas were configured. Our study confirms
that they continue to play a great role today. Cargi provide space and streets rich with
traditional uses of space and also functional modern design. New and old elements are mixed
in Carsi, and Carst boundaries can be vague because as Carsi develop they spread into the new

town areas.
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