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Phoenix as Teacher: Iliad 9. 434-605.

Madoka SUZUKI

Because of his speech in the [Iliad 9. 434-605, Phoenix has been recognized as an eminent

counsellor and teacher for centuries. In this study, six aspects of Phoenix as teacher are

analyzed in light of the relevant descriptions by Plato, Cicero, Plutarch and Quintilian. The

six aspects are (1) a teacher who teaches words and deeds, (2) a teacher who loves students

as if they are his own children, (3) a teacher who does not conceal his weakness, (4) a teacher

who teaches morals using examples, (5) a teacher who helps students learn to conform to

existing social norms and morality, and (6) a teacher whose instructions are rejected by his

students. These six aspects have much in common with present-day schoolteachers’ roles and

personalities, so studying Phoenix as teacher will benefit student-teacher relationships today.
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