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On the Concept of Mono
—Philosophical investigation on the Mono=mana theory—

Tomoaki Thara

Abstract

This thesis aims at clarifying the concept of Mono in Japanese, following the previous
studies conducted by the same author. He takes up the newly publicized idea of Mono by
NAKANISHI Susumu, that Mono is considered equivalent with mana, a proto-religious concept
widely prevalent in the indigenous faith system around the South Pacific region. He expounds
NAKANISHI's idea with the additional comments on the concept of mana and the related
studies, and makes clear the explanatory inadequacy of the Mono=mana theory. He then
introduces the phenomenological conception on space with the notion of omote (front) and ura

(back) to make up for the defect of the former studies and constitute a totally consistent

theory.
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