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Diachronic & Synchronic Meanings of the Concept Mono
—Toward a Cosmology of Mono—

Tomoaki Thara

Abstract

It is the author’s present design to determine, by an exhaustive analysis of the existing
findings and evidence, how the conception of mono is understood and applied around the Jodai
era. This study is the first step toward the primary research of the cosmology of the concept.
Such a task pertains to linguistics, philosophy and other related academic fields. The author
begins with a critical inquiry into Ms. Hasegawa’s study of mono. For more integrated
explication, he hypothesizes it derives from the idea of mana of the Pacific region. The
adequacy was illustrated by an extensive clarification of how the concept acquires a variety of
meanings and captures spatially-directed significances as a null symbol within the

phenomenological “lived” space of subjectivity.
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