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Experience of Group “Play” for Promoting School Adjustment
—Social Interactive Games to Support Children Refusing School—

Yukihiro Kishida

Abstract

Social interactive games were introduced at an elementary school to support children that
refused to attend school. The games were useful for developing human relationships, forming
the classes into groups, as well as for reducing the number of children who refused to attend
school. The reasons for the effectiveness of the games were investigated. The results indicated
that human relationships and the quality of classes as groups improved as a result of the
games because of the following factors, which complemented each other: (1) accurate assessment
of the class as a group, (2) basic class activities, (3) direct support and guidance for problems,
and (4) direct changes in characteristics of the class as a group. As a result, children’s
motivation to attend school increased and consequently, the number of children refusing school

decreased.

Key words: social interactive games (XfABItR7"— £), formation of a class as a group (Fik
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