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Investigations into Mass Suburbia (VI)
Suburbia Described in Recent Authorized Junior and Senior High School
Geography Textbooks

Kazuhiko Nishiwaki
Abstract

By looking at nine kinds of updated authorized junior and senior high school geography
textbooks, this paper attempts to trace the changing view of “mass suburbia” in modern Japan.

In the first stage of modernity roughly from the 1950s through the 1970s the booming
Japanese economy gave rise to “mass suburbia.” Today the phenomenon continues, and in the
1980s we have entered a new stage of modernity.

The author confirmed that the textbooks contain descriptions of the characteristics of
mass suburbia in this second stage of modernity such as the aging of “new towns,”
restructuring of mass suburbia, and conurbation. The author believes that the “glocal”
observation of quantitative and qualitative changes of Japanese mass suburbia can be a key to

understanding our society in the near future.
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