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Two Variables of Tanka Strips by Tomei Hitomi: Their Images, Reprints, and a Commentary

Akira Saito

Two extant long strips of paper, A and B, each of which bear a similar tanka poem by Tomei Hitomi (who founded Showa
Women’s University in 1920), are introduced. Research into the poet’s background, analogous expressions found in his other works
published during the Meiji and Taisho Periods, handwriting analyses of the two strips, and the name of a lecture course stamped on
the reverse side of strip A, reveal that the verse written on strip A was created in 1916.

The author notes a vital distinction between the two verses. In A, Hitomi uses ware-wa (I myself). He uses kokoro (mind) in
B. The author surmises that the “kokoro” version was written a few years later than “ware-wa” version, and speculates that the
poet’s initial exuberant spirit has calmed down, and that in shifting to kokoro he is emphasizing the loneliness he then felt.

Key words: autograph tanka poem (EZE/H), Tomei Hitomi (AWLHHD, differences of the text (ZKXE[aD
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