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The Audio-Visual Policy of the Enlarging EU, and Its Reception
by Central and East European Applicants

Makoto SHIMIZU

The Audio-Visual policy of the enlarging EU is very important because of its consequences

for the domestic policy-making of each of the Central and East European (CEE) applicants,

which include former socialist countries.

This paper traces how CEE applicants accepted the Audio-Visual policy and analyzes the

implications of the policy for these applicants.

And this paper also illustrates some important remaining points in the acceptance of

Audio-Visual policy by the CEE as follows:

1) Application of criminal law to the slander of a public figure

2) The Press Act, which was adapted during the socialist era and still exists in many

applicant countries

3) Lack of neutrality of public broadcast

4) Lack of independence of the Broadcast Council
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[ 1] World Press Freedom Index (#: & ICHA%ED)

2002 [ 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 [ 2008 | 2009 | 2010+ 11| 2012 | 2013 | 2014
Bulgaria 38 34| 36 48 35 51 59 68 70 80 87(A100
Cyprus -| 83 81 25 30| 45 31 25 45 16 24(A 25
Czech 41 12 19 9 5 14 16 24 23 14 16|A 13
Estonia - 12 11 11 6 3 4 6 9 3 11 11
Hungary 24| 21 28 12 10 17 23 25 23| 40 56| A 64
Latvia - 11 10 16 10 12 7 13 30 50 39(Aa 37
Lithuania - 17 16 21 27 23 16 10 11 30 33|A 32
Malta - - - - - - - 1 14 58 45(A 51
Poland 29 33 32 53 58 56 47 37 32 24 22({A 19
Romania 45 59 70 70 58 42| 47 50 52 47 42| 45
Slovak - 12 1 8 3 7 44 35 25 23(A 20
Slovenia 14| 20 15 10 21 30| 37 46 36 35(A 34
Turkey 99| 115] 113 98 98 101 102| 122 138| 148| 154(A154
Japan 26 44| 42 37 51 37 29 17 11 22 53(A 59

[Reporters without Borders 2003-2014 & ¥ {Ehk]
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