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Abstract

In the field of Japanese art education, the pigments employed in traditional Japanese
paintings are rarely used, though using them in an educational context could be very valuable
in imparting an understanding of Bijutsu Bunka (art culture) currently required in curriculum
guidelines. In an attempt to explore how they can be adopted in today’s art education, this
paper explores two Japanese traditional painting technique books from the Taisho Period and
highlights the common characteristics of the pigments described in the books and compares
them with pigments that have survived from those times, or have been more recently
developed for use in traditional-style paintings. The origins of various Japanese pigments are
organized in such a way that they can be used as educational material.

In order to provide background for this research, the first chapter considers how Japanese
traditional paintings are created, displayed and enjoyed today. Also the significance of Bijutsu
Bunka, which was newly specified in curriculum guidelines, is discussed. The second chapter,
focusing on the refinement and elutriation of pigments used in Japanese traditional paintings,
categorizes and organizes the features of the pigments used. The third chapter refers to the
above two books and considers the changes made since then in the types of the pigment.

The final chapter summarizes the characteristics of the pigments and gives a general view
of how they were traditionally used and concludes that the pigments, many of which have
been refined by elutriation, can be utilized effectively in the field of art education today. The
author believes that intercourse between the past and present, and understanding and

appreciating traditional art, offer new possibilities in the future of art education.
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