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Northanger Abbey and Jane Austen

Yayoi Kaneko

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to highlight the realism of Jane Austen’s Novels with special
attention to Northanger Abbey. Northanger Abbey is a parody of a Gothic Romance, a genre
which was very popular at the time Northanger Abbey was written. Austen tries to show that
Gothic Romances are exciting, but can also encourage arrested development. Isabella Thorpe is
a good example of a person who never grows up, in part because she never reads novels, for
example those written by Samuel Richardson, but restricts herself to Gothic Romances. On the
other hand, the heroine, Catherine Morland, develops mentally because she recognizes her
ignorance and is ashamed of it. Knowing that she is ignorant, she feels she must read novels
and history. Novels have the power to make people recognize and be ashamed of their
ignorance. Also, Catherine changes into a person who can judge others around her through
their manners because novels have helped her to become more objective. As a result, she
understands the differences between the appearance and the reality of the people around her

and becomes a person with good judgement and manners.
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This little work was finished in the year 1803, and intended for immediate publication. It was
disposed of to a bookseller, it was even advertised, and why the business proceeded no farther, the
author has never been able to learn. That any bookseller should think it worth while to purchase
what he did not think it worth while to publish seems extraordinary. But with this, neither the
author nor the public have any other concern than as some observation is necessary upon those
parts of the work which thirteen years have made comparatively obsolete. The public are entreated
to bear in mind that thirteen years have passed since it was finished, many more since it was
begun, and that during that period, places, manners, books, and opinions have undergone

considerable changes.1
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“It 1s so odd to me, that you should never have read Udolpho before; but I suppose Mrs.
Morland objects to novels.”

“No, she does not. She very often reads Sir Charles Grandison herself; but new books do not
fall in our way.”

“Sir Charles Grandison! That is an amazing horrid book, is it not?—I remember Miss
Andrews could not get through the first volume.”

“It is not like Udolpho at all; but yet I think it is very entertaining.” (p. 40)
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...... or, in short, only some work in which the greatest powers of the mind are displayed,
in which the most thorough knowledge of human nature, the happiest delineation of its varieties,

the liveliest effusions of wit and humour are conveyed to the world in the best chosen language.
(pp. 36-37)
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‘. : and yet I often think it odd that it should be so dull, for a great deal of it must be
invention. The speeches that are put into the heroes’ mouths, their thoughts and designs—the

chief of all this must be invention, and invention is what delights me in other books.”  (p.104)
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“Historians, you think, ...... display imagination without raising interest. I am fond of
history—and am very well contented to take the false with the true. In the principal facts they
have sources of intelligence in former histories and records, which may be as much depended on,

I conclude, as any thing that does not actually pass under one’s own observation; (pp. 104-5)
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Here Catharine was quite lost. She knew nothing of drawing—nothing of taste: —and she listened
to them with an attention which brought her little profit, for they talked in phrases which
conveyed scarcely any idea to her. The little which she could understand however appeared to
contradict the very few notions she had entertained on the matter before. It seemed as if a good
view were no longer to be taken from the top of an high hill, and that a clear blue sky was no

longer a proof of a fine day. She was heartily ashamed of her ignorance. (p. 106)
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...... my wishes are so moderate, that the smallest income in nature would be enough for me.
Where people are really attached, poverty itself is wealth: grandeur I detest: I would not settle in
London for the universe. A cottage in some retired village would be extasy. There are some

charming little villas about Richmond.” (p. 114)
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Her own family were plain matter-of-fact people, who seldom aimed at wit of any kind; her
father, at the utmost, being contented with a pun, and her mother with a proverb; they were not
in the habit therefore of telling lies to increase their importance, or of asserting at one moment
what they would contradict the next. (p. 64)
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And so you are going to Northanger!—I am amazingly glad of it. It is one of the finest old places

in England, I understand, I shall depend upon a most particular description of it. (p. 135)
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She [Catherine] had not been withstanding them [John, Izabella and James] on selfish principles
alone, she had not consulted merely her own gratification; that might have been ensured in some
degree by the excursion itself, by seeing Blaize Castle; no, she had attended to what was due to

others, and to her own character in their opinion. (p. 97
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You have no doubt of the mutual attachment of your brother and your friend; depend upon it
therefore, that real jealousy never can exist between them; depend upon it that no disagreement
between them can be of any duration. Their hearts are open to each other, as neither heart can
be to you; they know exactly what is required and what can be borne; and you may be certain,

that one will never tease the other beyond what is known to be pleasant. (p. 144)
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No man is offended by another man’s admiration of the woman he loves; it is the woman only

who can make it a torment. (p. 143)
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She [Catherine] remembered with what feelings she had prepared for a knowledge of Northanger.
She saw that the infatuation had been created, the mischief settled long before her quitting Bath,
and it seemed as if the whole might be traced to the influence of that sort of reading which she
had there indulged.

Charming as were all Mrs. Radcliffe’s works, and charming even as were the works of all her
imitators, it was not in them perhaps that human nature, at least in the midland counties of
England, was to be looked for. (p. 188)

Ty - ue vy ZRBIROLOEGLAESHBD, 2 ) VEKRD S T EICERIEIN TV S, AR
IOV TOERIBIZEAEBL, MBBEI VI —FA VAV ETLDPRE D, FrH ) vEALHFRS
DOIILTEH O EIIC, MU LTHELRESELILFE LV, #ETLE, vy 7 - B
2 VRPNTHBLEBWAFRSOX B APNITR, ABPBRERS DB, 0T &R, ik
DANEDOHIE, LoRFICEr AL Dl TH D, TOHMWERLT DI ~F — X% E
HLTHHEDI OV, P1ZIE, MECHANHAL EZD A AORE L »RIEIC LV, £OfESR, 71
W= —RKEOEDHEND XS BREREEZATICL, HEOEIEHELTY =4 XL DBREK S
LD 5t VA ARITRATEREFAZF DT A FNS S, 71 b= — KR OAE & ERFjII
KODIBV, RMOIBAFRT LD EFTho7cb I ETHA I,

BHYIC

MHEZMEREE T 26500 DAY, 74 v=—fFHiE, F+4 ) vBHET L v KOMEH
MATHEEVI YVa vy vV —TOFEEE U THLERBICHAL, Tl TLT, HU¥Va
VeV —=70, ¥t ) VRIEFBIADEL > EVWSIEDEAE L, ER, HLEDED TEX
RLTLE S, DTSN OFURT B+ v H ) VT, RTRIIEZERZLL, MADES T -
TLES, UL, Zlie~v ) =DBEAGBIL, BHRITeR-X9 5, 7oR—-XOMHHE, #
TANDEHOTIFE N E - F 2 E ‘I TEET2EOTRE D,

...... though Henry was now sincerely attached to her, though he felt and delighted in all the
excellencies of her character and truly loved her society, I must confess that his affection
originated in nothing better than gratitude, or, in other words, that a persuasion of her partiality
for him had been the only cause of giving her a serious thought. It is a new circumstance in
romance, [ acknowledge, and dreadfully derogatory of an heroine’s dignity; but if it be as new in

common life, the credit of a wild imagination will at least be all my own. (p. 227
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