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Research on the Features of the Iomante:

A Regional Comparison

Misato GOSEKI

The ITomante is a ritual spread across the northern periphery of Japan in which

an animal, usually a bear that has been raised by a village following the practice, is

killed and then “sent off” to return to the world of the gods. The Iomante is centered

on the Ainu in Hokkaido and the Kuril Islands, across the Amur River Basin,

Primorsky Krai, and Sakhalin. This paper compares features of the Iomante by

focusing on the Ainu in Hokkaido and the peoples in Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands.

The paper offers a comparative analysis of the regional differences in the practice of

the Iomante and identifies and discusses differences such as the animal selected for the

ritual and the presence of a shaman. On the basis of these analyses, the paper

concludes that the origins of the Iomante are likely rooted in northern peoples.
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