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EIKO SHIMA

ABSTRACT

The distinction between the particles WA and GA has been a perennial problem in
the teaching of Japanese, not only as a second language but also as a native language.
The present study suggests that the difficulty lies in the fact that the attempts have so
far been concentrated on producing a set of descriptive grammatical rules which can
possibly account for their distinctive uses. The present study proposes a new
perspective on the question, namely to view the question in terms of the cognitive
processes, which the speaker undergoes when she construes the situation to be
linguistically encoded and decides on the choice between WA and GA.

In view of the fact that the traditional discussion on the differential use of the
particles, GA and WA, has been made on the thesis that ‘NOUN + WA’ serves for
‘shudai teiji’(theme presentation), the present study considers the differential uses of
WA and GA following the shu-meishi (the noun which is most closely connected with
the predicate and constitutes the backbone of the sentence together with the predicate),
and clarifies the basic principles under which WA and GA are distinctively employed,
by referring to the speaker’s particular stances on which she construes the situation to
be linguistically encoded. According to this approach this paper also resolves the

questions below, which have been left unsolved in the previous approaches.

[ i ] How is the relationship between the use of ‘WA, which serves for cohesion in
the text’ and ‘WA, used in the sentence’?

[ii ] What are the nature and function of the “WA-GA sentence’(sentences which
contain both a WA-phrase and a GA-phrase,)?

[iii] How is the relationship between grammatical persons and the choice between
WA and GA?
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[iv] What are the differences between ‘ WA of shudai (theme) and ‘ WA of taihi
(opposition)’ and between ‘GA of churitu jojutsu (neutral description)’ and ‘GA of

kaito teiji: shitei (offering an answer : designation)?

An English speaker normally takes a ‘subject-object opposition’ type of stance when
she construes and linguistically encodes a situation, while a Japanese speaker very
often opts for a ‘subject-object merger’ type of stance in comparable cases. When acting
as a listener, the Japanese speaker often tends to mentally displace herself to the
vantage point assumed to be taken by her conversational partner and try to experience
the situation in the same way as her partner. Namely in analyzing the Japanese
speaker’s construal of a situation, it is incumbent on the analyzer to make sure of the
particular vantage point (shiza) she is taking and of what she is seeing in particular
(either visually or mentally) (chushiten). It is these factors that determine the
speaker’s choice between WA and GA.

This paper suggests that at the basis of the distinctive uses of WA and GA lies a
contrast between ‘external motive’ and ‘internal motive’ for utterance. The former leads
to the use of GA and the latter to the use of WA, respectively. Differently phrased, this
means that GA refers to what the speaker is looking at (visually or mentally)
(chushiten) at the moment at which the situation in question is located, while WA
refers to the vantage point (shiza) at which she locates herself at the moment of her
utterance.

What is referred to by GA is thus something which the speaker perceives as an
entity in the world ‘external’ to herself and is encoded in third person linguistically. The
same entity, if it is conceived of as part of the speaker’s own experience (and hence as
part of her own internal reflection) will be encoded in terms of WA. The result is the
contrast in use between WA and GA in terms of the different grammatical persons.
This resolves the question [iii].

In the present study, sentences in Japanese are broadly classified into (1) chikaku-
hyomei bun (perception-referring sentences): ‘third-person subject + GA’ sentences
which refer to some entity in the ‘external’ world, (2) kaiso-ishi-hyomei bun
(reminiscence-volition-referring sentences): ‘first-person subject + WA’ sentences which
refer back to the speaker’s own direct experiences or volition, (3) ninshiki-hyomei bun
(cognition-referring sentences): ‘theme + WA’ sentences which state the speaker’s own
cognition, (4) higanzen-joho-dentatsu bun (non-directly perceived information
conveying sentences) - GA’ sentences which refer to what happen in the ‘external’ world

conceived of as a ‘koto’ (which is equivalent conceptually to a single noun). These four
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types of sentences differ from each other in terms of what are being referred to and of

where the speaker locates herself as her vantage point.

(1) chikaku-hyomei bun (perception-referring sentence):
chushiten=occurrence point / shiza=occurrence point
Fujisan GA mieru.
Mt.Fuji  CP be seen
(2) kaiso-ishi-hyomei bun (reminiscence-volition-referring sentences):
chushiten=occurrence point / shiza=utterance point
Watashi WA eki e to isoida.
I KP station to hurried
(3) ninshiki-hyomei bun (cognition-referring sentences):
shiza=utterance point
Kono natsu WA atsui ne.
this summer KP hot FP

(4) higanzen-joho-dentatsu bun (non-directly perceived information conveying

sentences):

chushiten= occurrence point

(no particular vantage point of the speaker being assumed)

Fujisan ni hatsuyuki GA futta.
Mt.Fuji on first-time-snow of the year CP snowed

(CP : case particle, KP : kakari particle, FP : final particle)

In the present study, the traditional controversy over the question of the particle,
WA and GA, as subject/theme of the sentence is bypassed. By adopting the notion of
shu-meishiinstead, it is shown that the so-called ‘-WA-GA sentence’ has two sub-types,
‘WA-shu-mershi bun’ and ‘GA -shu-meishi bun’, together with the fact that there is an
order in the readiness with which a noun can serve as shu-meishi, firstly ‘kaito-teiji
GA’, secondly ‘shudai-teiji WA’, thirdly ‘taihi WA, lastly ‘churitsu-jojutu GA'.

Also by avoiding the use of the opposite concepts, kichi/kyujoho (‘given’/ ‘old
information’) and michi/ shinjoho (‘not given’/ ‘new information’) and adopting instead
the concepts, zentei (‘presupposition’, the scope of which is not necessarily limited to
the sentence) and shoten (‘focus’), it is shown that an exchange between WA and GA

can result in reversing the order of zenter and shoten, serving to produce a promotive



(toritate) syntactic structure. Thus, in the functional contrast between WA and GA, GA
of ‘churitsu-jojuty and WA of ‘shudai-terji are unmarked terms, while GA of ‘kaito-terji’
and WA of ‘taihr are marked cases of ‘shitei-toritate and ‘taihi-toritate, respectively.
These are presumed to be successors of unmarked ‘ @/WA’and marked ‘ZO/KOSO
kakari-musubr of ancient Japanese. These are the answers for [iv].

Furthermore, “WA-GA bun’ such as ‘Tomooka wa sasa no oitaru ga wokashikinarr
(The Pillow Book, Chap.232) are attested in the earliest period of Japanese literature
and can be presumed to have been one of the basic syntactic structure of the Japanese
language. In Japanese, those two different cases are found, one in which the object of
cognition referred to in terms of a WA-phrase and the agent or the object in a certain
state referred to by a GA-phrase are one and the same, and the other in which they are
different. In the former case, the speaker has to decide whether she should present the
object in terms of WA or of GA. In the latter case, the speaker gets a - WA-GA sentence’
if she chooses to refer to both of them. This is the answer for [ii |. If on the other hand,
the speaker considers it unnecessary to encode the object of presupposition/explanation
(to be encoded in terms of WA), she leaves the relevant information to the context and
produces a GA-sentence. The speaker ends up with a chikaku-hyomer bun if the
presupposition is implied in the situational context and with a higanzen-joho-dentatsu
bun if the presupposition is implied in the linguistic context. If the predicate can
accommodate part of implication, it is a ‘karto-teiji-GA bun’ that the speaker gets.

The use of the particle WA which serves for cohesion in the text can be accounted
for by the same function of ‘internal motive for utterance’ on the speaker’s side, because
the matter a moment before is the matter to be recalled internally for the speaker. This
replies the question [ i ].

In sum, the speaker of Japanese chooses between GA and WA in terms of the
contrast between ‘internal motive for utterance’ and ‘external motive for utterance’.
The pairs of alternatives, like verbalizing either perceptual or cognitive information,
verbalizing either the presupposition as well as the focus or simply the focus only, and
opting for unmarked neutral syntactic forms or toritate marked syntactic forms, will

offer occasions for the linguistic choices to the speaker.
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XAFZ DWW TOIATIITE A & Z CHEIBL L T <., BARFEDSUERED X3 id =20 Ml
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W OBICRFLR 2 7D & <FGREER > & <BHERGE > 23T TV DDk, SCROE
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2. 4 HEOBTHRZE
2. 4. 1 IR -HE
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Bk (2006) 1%, FARERE LA EBEI Ao TS, AT ebb [E 2 IZARE
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DS O] 2RBT D2 bE LS, $7bb TREHITRHIRE L, R E & e bRy
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il ELTH| D,

5720 TR < TR ERCAL w4 BhE - BUENEE SR EEIC 2R D B AGEIC B VLT, #iEo
¥ AL & BRLOD K D 7o ORI =4 & A GBEL TEZ D MERDH D, I HIT,
[F5E] E VI FRIIFRE ZNENOMETELELIELN TERELRH D, £
T, ARRCTIHRELARET 572D, BRI & &b BELRBARER D, WL & HITXOFERHK
I A4 B TEAF ST E LT 5,

s
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TP (1996) 1% (14) ORI 7<HINBER>OH LE FEORWVEEL, (15) ko
T <fREARR>OH L% [FE&RE] DEEOFELE L THE->TWD,

(14) ELIIBRAD X, < SLAGR >

(15) ABNFERL <SRBI >
LarL, FRM (1988) 13 (1 5) AP TRE] O X573, MER - §ifE] LIFERD

. MR - T SIEE ARV E LT, RIS (B RESCE FPNITIE > T D) &8
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B ZOA, 2. 1. 4TREX Y axttb & EEOMBS| N MEE 725,
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EEXDM, BB LT (15) 1T TFEX g [F&72) BEEEIEEVEES, MEA -0
el LSRN VEEZD,
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INTEFIA D TH D,

2T, AR TIESOER EoOMRRICBE LT TRHE - B EWOREEMES Z & L35,
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WAHH LI THRL TR REZ LT, MERE () ofadbed s L, BEREEDY
bbbl LFEFEEHHOLEL® D, MENENE FTHE & LT ZREL ) &7
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RRIAOFIZH D5 H LN LITHENLETH D,
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ARE - B L S REUIKE A 725510 Tl TV 5, AERCCE TIERBHE AN S 2 800
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MThHhHZ L, L, 2. 4 TEHARICEITDHBEBOM S A MR LT,

17



BIFE IR - RELRFBEZBRONE/SME
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