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A Consideration of Subjective, Interactive, and Deep Learning
in Elementary School Social Studies from the Perspective of Active Learning
Madoka Suzuki

Abstract

In December 2016, the Central Council for Education produced a report detailing the revisions
to be made in the next Course of Study Guidelines. The report insists on “subjective,
interactive, and deep learning” by means of “active learning.”

In this paper, the author examines how subjective, interactive, and deep learning in
elementary school social studies should be promoted in the next Course of Study Guidelines.

In Japan, “active learning” has a different meaning than that in the United States. In
Japan, it implies that there will be no traditional lectures. However, elementary and secondary
school classes in Japan have always been “active,” and therefore, purely passive, lecture-style
classes have seldom existed. Thus, the author believes that subjective, interactive, and deep
learning, in elementary and secondary education, do not entail a shift to active learning per
se, but to competency-based learning methods rather than content-based ones. Therefore,
under the next Course of Study Guidelines, teachers will need to prepare a two-dimensional
table of learning contents and competency according to the students’ developmental stage. The
author provides an example of such a table for elementary school social studies.

Key words: subjective, interactive, and deep learning (FTAKI - X FEH THE V¥ ), active
learning (72 7 ¢ 7 - 5—=227), competency-based learning (7 > EF7 > ¥ — -~
— XD E), elementary school social studies (/NFEEH-ZAFL), the next Course of
Study Guidelines (Hr &5 5Z6H)
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* Students are involved in more than listening.

* Less emphasis is placed on transmitting information and more on developing students’ skills.
+ Students are involved in higher-order thinking (analysis, synthesis, evaluation).

* Students are engaged in activities (e.g., reading, discussing, writing).

» Greater emphasis is placed on students’ exploration of their own attitudes and values.”
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