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Either Erikson’s opinion has aged, as opinions usually do, or the ‘identity crisis’ has become
today more than a rare condition of mental patients or a passing condition of adolescence: that
‘sameness’ and ‘continuity’ are feelings seldom experienced nowadays either by the young or by
adults. Furthermore, they are no longer coveted — and if desired, the dream is as a rule

contaminated with sinister premonitions and fears. (p. 148)
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Perhaps instead of talking about identities, inherited or acquired, it would be more in keeping
with the realities of the globalizing world to speak of identification, a never-ending, always incomplete,
unfinished and open-ended activity in which we all, by necessity or by choice, are engaged. There
is little chance that the tensions, confrontations and conflicts which that activity generates will
subside. The frantic search for identity is not a residue of preglobalization times which are not yet
fully extirpated but bound to become extinct as the globalization progresses; it is, on the contrary,
the side-effect and by-product of the combination of globalizing and individualizing pressures and
the tensions they spawn. The identification wars are neither contrary to nor stand in the way of
the globalizing tendency: they are a legitimate offspring and natural companion of globalization

and, far from arresting it, lubricate its wheels. (p.152)
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I repeat: we have not been here before. It remains to be seen what ‘being here’ is like and

what its lasting consequences (sorry for using outmoded terms) will be. (p.250)
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— liquid modernity sets itself no objective and draws no finishing line; more precisely, it assigns
the quality of permanence solely to the state of transience. Time flows — it no longer ‘marches
on’. There is change, always change, ever new change, but no destination, no finishing point, and
no anticipation of a mission accomplished. Each lived-through moment is pregnant with a new

beginning and the end. (p.66)
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From the beginning, cities have been places where strangers live together in close proximity
to each other while remaining strangers. The company of strangers is always frightening
(though not always feared) since it is part of the nature of strangers, as distinct from the nature
of both friends and enemies, that their intentions, ways of thinking and responses to shared
situations are unknown or not well enough known to calculate the probabilities of their conduct.
A gathering of strangers is a site of endemic and incurable unpredictability. You could put it
another way: strangers embody risk. There is no risk without at least a residual fear of harm or
defeat, but without risk there is no chance of gain or triumph either; for that reason, risk-fraught
settings cannot but be perceived as sites of intrinsic ambiguity, which in turn cannot but evoke

ambivalent attitudes and responses. (pp. 76-77)
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More to the point, in the liquid modern setting education and learning, to be of any use, must
be continuous and indeed life-long. No other kind of education and/or learning is conceivable; the
‘formation’ of selves or personalities is unthinkable in any fashion other than that of an ongoing

and perpetually unfinished re-formation. (p.118)
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We feel, guess, suspect what needs to be done. But we cannot know the shape and form it will
eventually take. We can be pretty sure, though, that the shape will not familiar. It will be

different from everything we’ve got used to. (p.153)
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No ‘beds’ are furnished for ‘re-embedding’, and such beds as might be postulated and pursued
prove fragile and often vanish before the work of ‘re-embedding’ is complete. There are rather
‘musical chairs’ of various sizes and styles as well as of changing numbers and positions, which
prompt men and women to be constantly on the move and promise no ‘fulfilment’, no rest and no
satisfaction of ‘arriving’, of reaching the final destination, where one can disarm, relax and stop

worrying. (pp. 33-34)
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...for every new vacancy there are some jobs that have vanished, and there is simply not enough
work for everybody. And technological progress — indeed, the rationalizing effort itself — tends

to augur ever fewer, not more jobs. (p.161)
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Globalization appears to be much more successful in adding new vigour to intercommunal enmity

and strife than in promoting the peaceful coexistence of communities. (p.192)
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I use the term ‘liquid modernity’ here for the currently existing shape of the modern condition,
described by other authors as ‘postmodernity’, ‘late modernity’, ‘second’ or ‘hyper’ modernity.
What makes modernity ‘liquid’, and thus justifies the choice of name, is its self-propelling, self-
intensifying, compulsive and obsessive ‘modernization’, as a result of which, like liquid, none of the

consecutive forms of social life is able to maintain its shape for long. (p.11)
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The principle of cultural elitism is omnivorousness — feeling at home in every cultural milieu,

without considering any as a home, let alone the only home. (p.14)
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Unlike in the past, the reality of living in close proximity with strangers seems to be here to stay,

and so it demands that skills in daily coexistence with ways of life other than our own must be
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worked out or acquired; a coexistence, what is more, which will prove not only bearable but

mutually beneficial — not just despite, but because of the differences dividing us. (p.37)
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