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Stories about past failures and self-presentation style
on evaluations of job applicants

Motoko HONDA-HOWARD and Reina IRIYOSHI

We conducted a scenario experiment to investigate the effects of both of self-presentation style and story-
telling style about experiences of past failures, on the evaluations of job applicants. Participants (N = 95) read
one of four types of application forms which were constructed by combining one of two stories with or without
self-discovery through past failure, and one of two self-presentation styles: self-enhancing or self-effacing.
Then, impressions about the applicant, such as intimacy, ability, sincerity, obedience, decency, and
attractiveness as an in-group member were evaluated. The results indicated that self-enhancing presentations
had a positive effect on evaluations of an applicant’s ability, and a negative effect on evaluations of intimacy.
Moreover, stories of self-discovery had a positive effect on attractiveness of the applicant as an in-group
member. Furthermore, there was an interactive effect between the story-telling and self-presentation styles on
evaluation of an applicant’s decency. We have discussed the effects of self-effacing presentations on the new

graduate job-hunting system in Japan.

Key words : story (X h—1—1%£), self-presentation (HZE7), self-enhancing (H =5 #5)
self-effacing (HZ%F), Entry-Sheet (L2 1) —2— )
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Table 1 #EF x v & JHH O V135 & OHEHE(R %
»H0 A2 povi]
AR—U—fE o e b ] o R 2 N TR 4R N SRS 5=l N
HO R HomEd HOH T ov| H & HO® T Karn H & HO® T oyl
Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD

FEOHFEAS G 337 130 3.05 1.09 323 121 39 .74 369 119 381 1.01 361 113 340 118 351 116
KNS FATND ETNWARN 263 122 241 114 254 118 338 143 323 139 330 140 294 135 285 134 290 134
HE 7 E=ILHE TN D 327 139 327 120 3.27 130 281 150 242 121 2.60 135 3.08 1.44 281 127 295 1.36
[EE 2 H DS TR L TH S 323 145 295 129 312 138 286 149 212 1.07 245 132 3.08 147 250 124 280 1.38
D DHBKREN 367 99 39 90 379 96 333 128 388 95 364 113 353 112 392 92 372 1.04

HMN=30. ¥N=22. ¥N=21. *N=26.

2.79, p<.05, partial #*=.13; HC 2 : Wilks’ 4
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Table 2 AWHIZFEEHE QR 585 — 1751

HLALT X Hig HEEX WRBELTOBL Wik FEZ

EDENZN_AREDo TN 927 117 -.061 -.052 -.006 -.150
FELICSW_GELeTn .892 .110 -.128 016 -.018 013
DO BT .783 -.044 -.071 -.075 283 121
B0 Bneodd 629 -.001 AT75 -.031 .007 -.041
DOFEN_ LD RN 598 -.044 126 -.010 .056 .070
RiF#ER_ FE 553 .337 -.156 .053 .061 .007
Z<BLW_hbnsLn 551 -.107 .007 .049 498 -.058
TG B 481 .038 071 -.078 269 .196
S SEEDNANII T SR 0bAN 458 .049 441 -.072 -.349 221
OAMEEVY [ ASELA -410 .038 .360 .189 .193 262
LN b g p Uy 181 .864 -.067 .042 -.043 -.115
HfgDk\W_HEOH D -.043 .803 .036 -.153 -.060 075
VMR 72 FERRAY 7 -.038 755 .075 -.052 135 .163
E A VAN =X /(LA -.048 .706 .036 119 146 087
Bl 5 vl -9 P AN Sl AN 284 559 072 273 -.104 -.136
IRENWEL_ IRFENETRWN 233 -.556 .076 423 274 -.156
FORW_Lomod Lz .041 542 .060 483 -.034 -.050
BEEOBRW__FLEODH 5 072 .322 134 .145 278 078
AEMHZG__EEH -.029 190 807 -.097 184 -.093
FEHREN DKW __EEEEI O &N .006 .004 771 -.232 247 -.358
HINRE I DI MIREE T DB B -.119 139 627 .320 -.027 017
KUDW7s_ tLEIEL W 215 -.311 528 078 -.071 .166
hoRw_Mhodh s -.015 118 -.158 .898 075 -.055
HicEEE<mn FHIT@EHEENn .013 011 -.050 .831 -.116 .084
AJHEME 2R Uiny AlRetE 2 fhd 7= -.034 245 075 763 070 -.181
LS VAN eI .063 -.165 403 482 -.032 -.021
HEF O _ DA .064 226 -.021 287 223 284
WO W_HHODH S 202 126 111 .035 632 .055
DRIDIRN__ Sy H B -.028 .001 A76 -.092 493 .005
FE TRV FEER .169 -.060 -.362 .014 -.051 .853
BEN_EEMNR -.069 254 101 -.181 126 .626
EC DN _ K DORN 217 -.203 -.075 334 .188 .365
R T-[E14H B .02

43 18

64 25 .59

22 13 11 49

49 11 52 .60 .30
THH 9 7 4 4 2 2
o .85 .86 67 .85 64 .61

Table 3 AWREERTEROVIME, HERZE BRUA MU —1EEHCERGIEOHR

Ho sl i b —1)—fk - Z =1 —

ARV Tammme pomEe gm0 BO&HT BORFR RR HOME  HOWRF B0 BosR T xERER
SRRk

Mean SD ~ Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD  Mean SD F* p F® p F* p

BLADTE 38.70 6.85 40.09 5.64 39.29 635 3567 8.74 40.46 6.00 3832 7.65 3745 7.75 4029 578 38.83 6.98 .92 ms. 495 * 150 ns.

EfE 36.57 7.25 27.64 6.87 32.79 832 3557 556 2815 6.90 3147 7.29 36.16 6.57 27.92 6.82 32.16 7.84 .03 s 3561 *** 30 s,

HHE 23.83 3.82 21.86 9.78 23.00 6.98 2029 511 21.92 412 21.19 4.61 2237 469 2190 720 22.14 6.01 2.07 wn.s. 02 ns. 222 ns.

REELTOMS 16.70 4.32 1732 3.98 1696 4.15 14.10 515 16.23 4.27 1528 4.75 1563 4.81 16.73 413 16.16 451 422 * 235 ns. .71 ns.

it 3 9.50 1.96 9.32 149 942 1.76 8.14 2.03 9.31 231 8.79 2.25 8.94 2.08 9.31 1.96 912 2.02 288 + 149 =ns. 279 +

FHEHS 9.33 1.71 9.45 1.97 9.38 1.81 8.38 1.88 9.50 1.96 9.00 1.99 8.94 1.83 9.48 1.95 920 1.90 142 ns. 266 ns. 172 ns.

MN =30, RN=22. BN=21. MN=26. *dfl=1, df2=095.
wrip< 001, *p<.05. *p<.10.
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