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The Unique Characteristics of Torii Rytuzo’s Survey of the Miao People:

Through a Comparative Study with the Ethnic Minorities of Taiwan

Hisao TABATA

One of Torii Ryuzd’s academic interests was the origin of the Japanese people. Due to

the suspicion that a portion of Taiwan’s indigenous groups were a part of the same ethnic

group as the Miao people, who reside in southwest China, there was an inclination towards a

theory that the Japanese ethnic group also originated from the south. However, as a result of

the survey of the Miao people, he was unable to confirm that any of the indigenous groups in

Taiwan were indeed a part of the Miao ethnic group. Following these findings, Torii took the

stance that the Japanese originated from the north. The survey of the Miao people became

an important turning point regarding research into the origins of the Japanese. In this paper,

we discuss the unique characteristics of the Miao people through a comparison with

indigenous groups in Taiwan.
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