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Hirosawa Saneomi’s Son, Kenzo, and His Study Abroad Experience
in Early Meiji Era

Yu Shigematsu

Abstract

This brief essay is a case study of a young Japanese man’s intercultural experience between
1870-73. Kenzo Hirosawa, an adopted son of the prominent Chosht politician Saneomi Hirosawa,
had a rare opportunity of living with the US consul in Tokyo for almost a year before leaving for
New York to study. Articles written about Kenzo and his uncatalogued papers illustrate the vivid

and often turbulent aspects of international education in early Meiji period.
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