Controversial Point of the Narrator/Protagonist “I" in Ningen no Hitsuji
by Kenzaburo Oe: Shifting from Fantasy to Reality (1)

Natsuki Yamada

The aphasiac condition of the narrator/protagonist of Kenzaburo Oe’s
early short story, Ningen no Hitsuji (Sheep, 1958), a character who is
humiliated and treated like a sheep by foreign soldiers, has been much
discussed. This paper reexamines the narrator/protagonist’s unbearable
experience.

In the first half of the story the narrator’s humiliation takes place in a
closed bus. The narrator/protagonist is masochistically impressed with
himself, and the story borders on the fantastic. In the latter half, the story
moves to the world outside the bus, and the narrator/protagonist faces a
harsher reality.

The discrepancy between the two scenes characterizes the story. The
narrator/protagonist, who has masochistically buried his head in the sand of
post-war Japan, is suddenly exposed to the real world where he can’t behave as
he had in the past. The two scenes, and the shift between them, are
synonymous with changes that occurred in post-war Japan.

Key words: Kenzaburo Oe (A7L#=#5), Ningen no Hitsuji (A/EDF), narrative
2 0), humiliation (f# %), masochism (#¢ /Z), post-war Japan (4
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