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Abstract
An Overview of the Cognition of Non-Native Language Teachers: Do They Share Their
Native Languages and Cultural Backgrounds with Students?

MASAKO TAKAHASHI

In this paper, I present a literature review of studies concerning the cognition of non-
native teachers (NNTs) to observe how they perceive their advantages. First, the studies
were divided into two categories based on the NNT's perspective of whether their
native languages and cultural backgrounds should be shared with their students. Next, I
referred to the framework of the “Elements and Process of Language Teacher Cognition”
by Sasajima and Borg (2009) and analyzed how cognition differs according to context.
observed that in the context wherein NNTs' native languages and cultural backgrounds
are shared, their cognition tends to be directed toward how the sharing can be applied
in classroom practice. In contrast, in the context where sharing is absent, their cognition
tends to be directed toward the personality or the knowledge and skills of each teacher.
Based on this observation, I confirm that the advantages that NNTs perceive they have
substantially differ on the basis of context.

Keywords: non-native teachers, language teacher cognition, Japanese language

education, advantages of non-native teachers, sharing of native language/
cultural background



