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Recognition of Welfare Needs and Community Participation
in Efforts to Maintain Local Communities

—Through a Study on Welfare Activities with the Participation
of Residents in Hokuto City

FEunsim LEE and Rie YAMANOI

This study aims to clarify the recognition of welfare needs and the factors that promote community
participation in efforts to maintain local communities by focusing on Hokuto City, a town in an
increasingly depopulated mountain area. In an effort to counter depopulation, Hokuto is now actively
accepting new residents. We have considered the welfare needs and activities of local residents, examples
of community participation activities, and collaboration with local commercial entities.

We conducted a literature review on the maintenance of local communities. We also conducted
interviews with Hokuto City officials in administrative positions and analyzed publications and
materials published by Hokuto City. In addition, we interviewed groups of residents to identify the local
residents’ recognition of welfare needs and the status of welfare activities.

In conclusion, it became clear that there is recognition of the welfare needs by local residents,
including the need for welfare support for an aging population, the challenges of building relationships
with new residents, and community welfare activities.

Additionally, we have analyzed the status of active efforts based on such aspects as support from
the local residents, and the creation of networks according to the needs of professionals, local residents,
and commercial entities.

Key words: local community (Mt =7 3 = =7 ), community participation ({FEESNEE)), welfare needs
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