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The Influence of Target Persons’ Status and Gender

on the Choice of Manipulation Strategies

—An Experimental Research on Female Undergraduates’ Manipulation—

Satomi KIKAWA, Shuzo IMAJO

As suggested by Kikawa & Imajo (2018a), this study aimed to examine the effects of

difference in status between a manipulator and target persons of manipulation, additionally

the relationship between the target persons’ gender, on selecting manipulation strategies. A

targets status (superior, contemporary, or inferior) X targets gender (male/female) ex-

periment was conducted. The dependent variables were manipulation strategies (coercive,

deceptive-following, deceptive-lying, or frank), and they were assessed by the scale of ma-

nipulation tactics. As a result, the study revealed that there were some interactions between

status and gender. The female undergraduates tended to suppress frank manipulation to-

ward male targets who were superior or inferior to them. This result suggested gender dif-

ferences in use of frank manipulation.
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