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Charles O. Shepard, the First American Consul in Tokyo, and the “Assassination” Plot in 1870

Yu Shigematsu

Abstract
This essay is a short biography of Charles O. Shepard, the first American diplomat stationed
in Tokyo after Meiji Restoration. His autobiography published in 1878 refers to an assassination
attempt on his life, but this interesting case has been largely unknown to historians so far. The
author suggests a few possible explanations, including Shepard’s precarious political standing. A

summary of key essays by Shepard is also included in this paper.
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